1 Corinthians 10:13




- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular noun PEIRASMOS, which means “testing, temptation.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to the Corinthian believers.  This is followed by the negative OUK, meaning “not” plus the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb LAMBANW, which means in its active sense “to take” and in its passive sense “to receive.”  Here we have the active sense with the idea: “to take hold of, to seize.”


The perfect tense conveys the idea of a present state resulting from a past action.  Here we have a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the fact that a past, completed action of being tested by God has not happened.


The active voice indicates that divine testing produces the action of not seizing the Corinthians.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“Testing has not seized you”

- is the conditional particle EI, meaning “if” combined with the negative adverb MĒ, meaning “not” to form an idiom, meaning “except.”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective ANTHRWPINOS, which means “human” or something that is common to human beings; a human kind of thing.  Here it is a reference to human kind of testing rather than divine testing or testing from Satan.

“except the human kind.”

- is the transitional use of the conjunction DE, meaning “Moreover, Furthermore.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, which means “God.”  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective PISTOS, which means “faithful.”  The verb EIMI is implied and therefore deliberately omitted.

“Moreover God [is] faithful,”

- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “who” and referring to God.  Then we have the negative OUK, meaning “not” plus the third person singular future active indicative from the verb EAW, which means “to let, permit, prevent.”  Here it means “to permit.”  This verb is always followed by an object in the accusative case and an infinitive.


The future tense is a predictive future, which states what will take.


The active voice indicates that God produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object and accusative subject of the infinitive (the word functions for both—a demonstration of the genius of the Greek language) from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to the Corinthians and by application all of us as well.

This is followed by the aorist passive infinitive from the verb PEIRAZW, which means “to be tested.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers up into a single whole the action of permitting someone to be tested and regards it as a fact.


The active voice indicates that God produces the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of indirect object, in which the infinitive explains or modifies the main verb.  This is also called a complementary infinitive.
“who will not permit you to be tested”

- is the preposition HUPER plus the accusative of comparison from the neuter singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “beyond or more than that which.”  Then we have the second person plural present deponent middle indicative from the verb DUNAMIS, which means “to be able.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which involves a simple expression of undefined action in the present time without any reference to its progress.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning—the believer producing the action of being able to do something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“beyond that which you are able,”

- is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” plus the third person singular future active indicative from the verb POIEW, which is used “of actions that one undertakes, of events or states of being that one brings about, translated: to do, cause, bring about, accomplish, prepare, commit, perform, bring about, make, establish peace, provide.”
  This is very versatile verb with the meaning changing based on its use with the other words and thoughts around it.  Here it means “will provide.”


The future tense is a predicative future, which affirms what will happen.


The active voice indicates that God produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition SUN plus the instrumental of association from the masculine singular article and noun PEIRASMOS, which means “with the testing.”  This is followed by the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also” and the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun EKBASIS, which means “a way out.”

“but will also provide a way out with the testing”
 - is the genitive neuter singular articular present deponent middle infinitive from the verb DUNAMAI, which means “to be able.”


The genitive articular infinitive is used to introduce both purpose and result clauses.  Here we have a result clause.


The present tense is a futuristic present, in which the present tense is used for confident assertions about what is going to take place in the future.  Paul had confidence in God’s provision of a way out of the testing, not in the Corinthians ability to pass the test.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning.


The infinitive introduces a result from the action of the main verb.

Finally we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb HUPOPHERW, which means “to bear (up under), submit to, endure.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the action of the verb into a single whole and regards it as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the believer who is tested produces the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, in which certain verbs cannot take a direct object as such but require an infinitive to complete their meaning.

“so that you will be able to endure.”
1 Cor 10:13 corrected translation
“Testing has not seized you except the human kind.  Moreover God [is] faithful, who will not permit you to be tested beyond that which you are able, but will also provide a way out with the testing, so that you will be able to endure.”
Explanation:
1.  “Testing has not seized you except the human kind.”

a.  The believers in Corinth have not yet advanced to the point of providential preventative suffering, momentum testing, evidence testing, suffering for blessing, or any kind of undeserved suffering.


b.  The only suffering they have received has been due to their carnality and bad decisions.


c.  God has not tested them, nor has He permitted Satan to test them.


d.  The only kind of testing they have received is the normal, everyday problems that everyone has to live with.



(1)  The husband just got a new 55 (AD) horse and cart, but the wheels are not straight on the cart and the horse came up lame this morning.



(2)  The wife bought the latest set of hand painted Greek pottery, but two of the pots leak, and now she has to take them back and argue with the store owner over his no refund policy.



(3)  The kids tutor just quit, saying he doesn’t understand this new generation of kids who think “Christ” is all the rage.  They spend more time trying to crucify each other than learning their geometry.


e.  Testing never creeps up on us slowly; it seizes us quickly from out of nowhere.  The Corinthians were mistaking their normal trials and tribulations as suffering for God because they had advanced spirituality.  They were badly and sadly mistaken.


f.  Normal human-kind of testing is always related to our bad decisions and mistakes.  Divine testing seems to come out of nowhere, without any explanation.

2.  “Moreover God [is] faithful,”

a.  The faithfulness of God is part of the perfect character of God.


b.  God’s faithfulness comes from His immutability.


c.  God’s faithfulness is intimately united with His grace to demonstrate His love.


d.  There is never a time in our life when God is not totally and perfectly faithful to us.


e.  God is the only person who is totally faithful to you.


f.  God is perfect, fair, and stable within Himself, and He will be all these things to you as well, Lam 3:21-25.


g.  God’s faithfulness does not depend upon your spiritual status.  Jesus Christ’s sacrifice of himself on the cross satisfied the justice of God.  This is the doctrine of propitiation, which removes any compromise to the essence of God.


h.  Divine faithfulness manifests itself in divine discipline to the carnal believer and in blessing to the mature believer.


i.  Human faithfulness is a soul function—an attitude toward something in life, which you love, respect, admire, or recognize its authority.


j.  The fact that you are alive, plus everything you have, is a matter of God's faithfulness to you.  He is faithful and loves you every moment.


k.  God is faithful to us in recovery of the spiritual life, 1 Jn 1:9.


l.  God’s faithfulness is related to our invitation to believe in Christ, God’s grace plan for our lives, and God’s grace provision for our lives, Jam 1:17, 1 Thes 5:24, “Faithful is the One who calls you, He will also accomplish it.”

m.  If God was faithful to you in eternity past, He can only be faithful to you in time and eternity as well.


n.  The faithfulness of God is the source of our absolute confidence in the execution of the spiritual life, Heb10:23, “Let us keep on holding fast to the profession of our confidence unbending, because the One having promised is faithful.”

o.  God is even faithful to the reversionistic believer, 2 Tim 2:13, “If (let us assume this to be true for the sake of argument) we are unfaithful [reversionistic], that One remains faithful, for He is not able to disown Himself.”


(1)  God’s faithfulness does not depend on how we act, what we do, or what we think.



(2)  Since God has perfect character, how can He not be faithful to us even if we reject and deny Him?  God cannot be anything less than He is.  



(3)  God is faithful in keeping the reversionistic, degenerate believer alive for discipline.  That same believer still goes to heaven after an entire life of rejection of Bible doctrine, just as surely as the apostle Paul went to heaven.


p.  God is faithful to protect and guard you in the midst of the unseen angelic battle which is fought daily all around you, 2 Thes 3:3, “Nevertheless the Lord is faithful, who will strengthen you and protect from evil.”

q.  God’s faithfulness becomes a greater reality to you in spiritual maturity, Heb 11:11, “because she concluded Him faithful who had promised.”

r.  God has given His word that He will always be faithful to us, Heb 13:5, “Let your way of life be free from the love of money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, ‘I will never abandon you, nor will I ever desert you.’”

s.  Conclusion.



(1)  Faithfulness is the consistency and stability of God.



(2)  Faithfulness is the perfection of God’s essence and the fact that He cannot be inconsistent or compromise His essence.



(3)  Faithfulness is the fact that God cannot change His essence and be unfair to anyone.



(4)  God is consistent with Himself; therefore, He is faithful and consistent with us.



(5)  God keeps His word.  He has never made a promise He has not kept.



(6)  There never was a time when God was unfaithful, Hos 14:9.  It is blasphemy to think so.



(7)  Therefore, unfaithfulness is totally incompatible with the very nature and essence of God, Mal 3:6.



(8)  The very existence, function, and provision of blessing for the royal family of God, both now and forever, depends on the faithfulness and character of God.



(9)  God’s nature is to be faithful.

3.  “who will not permit you to be tested beyond that which you are able,”

a.  God never permits anything to happen to us for which He has not first totally prepared us.


b.  God will not allow us to be tested or tempted beyond our capacity and capability to pass the test or say no to the temptation.


c.  We are tested in the area of logistical grace support from God.  We are also tested regarding our love of doctrine versus social life, loved ones, our failures, other distractions, and our families.


d.  Prior to spiritual maturity, we must all pass through the valley of momentum testing.


e.  Even in spiritual maturity, we face evidence testing, as did Abraham when he was commanded to offer his only son, Isaac, as a sacrifice.

  
f.  So you are tested in all stages of spiritual growth, but never beyond your capacity.


g.  God will never give you something for which you do not have the capacity, be it blessing or testing.

4.  “but will also provide a way out with the testing”

a.  As a part of God’s faithfulness, He always provides the doctrine or the opportunity to get the doctrine necessary to pass each test before it comes.  Therefore, Bible doctrine is your way of escape from each test, and that doctrine is provided by the faithfulness of God.


b.  God does not give an escape from testing.  There is no “way of escape.”  That is a bad translation and suggests a terribly wrong interpretation.



(1)  For example, Acts 16:16-40.  Paul and Silas were thrown in prison and the Lord caused an earthquake to break all the doors open, but Paul never used this as a way of escape.  He remained in the testing and saw it through to the end by means of the doctrine in his soul.



(2)  Another example is Acts 5:17-32.  Peter and the others are jailed but set free by a divine miracle, an angel leading them out of their cells through the locked doors.  But this was not a “way of escape;” for the next day Peter and the others are brought before the High Priest again and eventually threatened and scourged with a whip.  They pass the undeserved suffering test by applying the doctrine in their souls, not by escaping from the test.


c.  The “way out” of testing is to go through the testing completely, using the metabolized doctrine in your soul to endure and pass the test.


d.  Testing is passed by staying in the test and seeing it through to the end, not by escaping from the test.


e.  God wants you to be tested, so that:



(1)  You can testify for Him in the angelic trial.



(2)  You can accelerate your spiritual growth.



(3)  The word of God becomes more real to you than anything else in life.



(4)  He can bless you in and through the testing, and for all eternity because you completed the test.

5.  “so that you will be able to endure.”

a.  God provides His word, His promises, His guidance, His system of thinking, so that we can endure anything in life.


b.  Endurance is the ability to keep going no matter what happens.


c.  Spiritual endurance is the ability to use God’s recovery procedure of 1 Jn 1:9 to keep going in the spiritual life in spite of failure.


d.  Spiritual endurance is the ability to keep on believing what God says and making decisions in life based on what God wants no matter what goes wrong, how difficult things become, or what happens to us.


e.  Spiritual endurance was manifest to the maximum by our Lord Jesus Christ on the Cross, Heb 12:2-3, “by fixing our eyes on Jesus, the originator and perfecter of confidence in doctrine, who because of His prospective joy endured the Cross, disregarding the shame [disgrace], and so has sat down at the right side of the throne of God.  By all means consider such a person who has endured hostility by sinners toward Himself, in order that you may not be fatigued, by becoming weary [discouraged] in your souls.”

f.  All believers have had to endure suffering.  We are in great company.



(1)  The believers in Judea and Thessalonica, 1 Thes 2:14, “For you, brethren, became imitators of the churches of God in Christ Jesus that are in Judea, for you also endured the same sufferings at the hands of your own countrymen, even as they did from the Jews.”



(2)  Paul and those with him, 2 Tim 3:11, “persecutions, and sufferings, such as happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium and at Lystra; what persecutions I endured, and out of them all the Lord rescued me!”



(3)  The believers addressed in Heb 10:32, “But remember the former days, when, after being enlightened, you endured a great conflict of sufferings.”



(4)  Moses, Heb 11:27, “By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king; for he endured, as seeing Him who is unseen.”



(5)  Job in evidence testing, Jam 5:11, “We count those blessed who endured. You have heard of the endurance of Job and have seen the outcome of the Lord’s dealings, that the Lord is full of compassion and is merciful.”
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