1 Corinthians 10:12




- is the conjunction HWSTE, which, when introducing independent clauses followed by the imperative mood, means for this reason, therefore, so.”
  Then we have the nominative masculine singular articular present active participle from the verb DOKEW, which means “to think, believe, suppose, or consider.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun and translated “the one who.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.  Paul is looking the Corinthians right in the eye and telling them this is exactly what they think.


The active voice indicates that the Corinthians are producing the action, but by application this refers to any Church Age believer.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the perfect active infinitive from the verb HISTĒMI, which is used intransitively and in a figurative sense, meaning “to stand firm.”


The perfect tense is a dramatic perfect, which is used to bring a past event (the salvation of the Corinthians) vividly and dramatically into the present.  The emphasis is on the existing state—the Corinthians thinking they can do no wrong now that they are believers.


The active voice indicates that the Corinthians and by application any of us produce the action.


The infinitive is a modifier of the participle, which is used as a substantive.

“For this reason, the one who thinks that he stands firm”

- is the third person singular present active imperative from the verb BLEPW, which means literally “to see,” but is also used “of mental functions, meaning: direct one’s attention to something, consider, note; take care; notice, mark something; watch, look to, beware of.”


The present tense is customary present for that which is reasonably expected to occur by every Church Age believer.


The active voice indicates that we are all expected to produce this action.


The imperative mood is an imperative of command.

“must watch out”

 - is the negative MĒ plus the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb PIPTW, which literally means “to fall,” but is used figuratively in a religious sense of going morally astray or being ruined spiritually.


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers into a single whole the spiritual life of the reversionist believer and regards it as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the believer in perpetual carnality, reversionism, and Christian degeneracy produces the action.


The subjunctive mood is used with the negative MĒ to introduce a final negative purpose clause.  The word “lest” is used in English to bring out the negative purpose clause.

1 Cor 10:12 corrected translation
“For this reason, the one who thinks that he stands firm must watch out lest he fall.”
Explanation:
1.  “For this reason, the one who thinks that he stands firm”

a.  What reason?  Because the goal of the ages has come, we are expected to advance to spiritual maturity and stand firm.


b.  There are believers who reach spiritual maturity and know that they have truly arrived there.


c.  There are also believers who believe they have reached spiritual maturity but have not.


d.  Paul was addressing the Corinthian believers who thought that they had reached spiritual maturity but really had not.


e.  Many of the Corinthian believers were deluding themselves into thinking that because they knew a little doctrine, they really knew it all.  Nothing was further from the truth.  They had not really begun to learn the first thing about loving each other.  Nor had they learned anything about loving God as long as they were still involved in idolatry.


f.  But this verse also has a great application to the believer who has reached spiritual maturity, and there were also a few of those believers in Corinth as well.


g.  We are always standing firm with regard to our salvation.  That is definitely not the issue here.


h.  Standing firm here is a reference to whether or not we really believe the doctrine we have been taught.


i.  We come to the point of standing firm in our spiritual life by learning and believing doctrine, which has been taught to us.


j.  The only way to know for sure that we believe something we have been taught is to be tested on it.

2.  “must watch out”

a.  The believer who thinks he has arrived at spiritual maturity must be careful in the spiritual life.


b.  First, he must be careful, because if he has arrived in spiritual maturity, Satan will attack and attempt to cause his downfall from that status.


c.  Second, he must be careful that he does not become arrogant because of all that God is doing for him as a mature believer.


d.  The only way a believer can watch out is by knowing what to look for.  We only know what to look for by reviewing and remembering previous doctrines we have learned.


e.  Bible doctrine is the guardian of our souls.  Without doctrine circulating in the right lobe of our stream of consciousness, we are vulnerable to false doctrine, to arrogance, to emotionalism, and to carnality.


f.  The Lord is faithful to us and will always protect us.  But He also permits us to be tested when we are ready and capable of handling the test.


g.  Spiritual advance demands the demonstration of that advance.  The only way spiritual advance is demonstrated is by being tested to prove we have advanced.  Therefore, if in fact we have advanced spiritually, then it is imperative that we watch out or be ready for testing.

3.  “lest he fall.”

a.  This does not refer to loss of salvation, but to Christian degeneracy or reversionism.


b.  The believer can never lose their salvation.


c.  However, the believer can reject the love of God, the grace of God, the justice of God, the righteousness of God, and the provision of God, and decide to go off and live their life apart from God.


d.  This is spiritual ruin—the destruction of the spiritual life.


e.  It is described as a fall, because one is going from a higher state to a lower state.


f.  This “fall” begins by the decision to step into the abyss of carnality and refusing to use the recovery procedure of 1 Jn 1:9.


g.  This “fall” continues by perpetuating that carnality by continuing to sin.  We cannot stop ourselves from sinning because we do not have the power.  The only power that can stop us from sinning is the power of the influence of the Holy Spirit.  We must acknowledge our sin(s) to God, in order to get this power over sin back in our souls.


h.  This “fall” continues by going through the eight stages of reversionism: reaction and distraction, frantic search for happiness, operation boomerang, emotional revolt of the soul, locked-in negative volition, blackout of the soul, scar tissue of the soul, reverse process reversionism.

i.  The final result of this fall is the state of sinfulness resulting in physical death, 1 Jn 5:16.
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