1 Corinthians 10:10




- is the negative disjunctive particle MĒDE, meaning and not, but not, nor continuing a preceding negation.  Then we have the second person plural present active imperative from the verb GOGGUZW, which means “grumble, murmur as a sign of displeasure against someone Mt 20:11; to complain about someone Jn 6:41; against someone Lk 5:30; among yourselves Jn 6:43; speak secretly, whisper about someone Jn 7:32.”


The present tense is descriptive present for what was currently going on in Corinth.


The active voice indicates that the Corinthian believers are not to produce this action.


The imperative mood is a command to not start doing this.

“Nor complain,”
- is the conjunction KATHAPER, used as a comparative adverb, translated, “just as.”  This word is only used by Paul and once by the author of Hebrews (4:2).  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “some” with the partitive genitive from the masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a third person personal pronoun, translated, “of them.”  This is followed by the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb GOGGUZW, which means “to grumble, murmur, or complain.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the actions of the Exodus generation into a single whole and states it as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the reversionistic Jews of the Exodus generation produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“just as some of them complained,”
 - is the conjunction KAI, introduces a result from what precedes, and translated, “and so.”  Then we have the third person plural aorist middle indicative from the verb APOLLUMI, which means “to destroy.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers into a single whole the destruction of those who complained about the leadership of Moses and states it as a fact.


The middle voice indicates that those who complained against Moses were intimately involved in the action and personally responsible for producing the action.  They were not casually involved but intimately involved.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally we have the preposition HUPO plus the ablative of agency (which indicates the personal agent who performs the action expressed by a verb in the passive voice) from the masculine singular article and noun OLOTHREUTĒS, which means “by the destroyer.”  “The one meant is the destroying angel as the one who carries out the divine sentence of punishment.”

1 Cor 10:10 corrected translation
“Nor complain, just as some of them complained, and so they were destroyed by the destroyer.”
Explanation:
1.  “Nor complain,”

a.  Another command by the apostle is to not even begin to start complaining about God’s appointed authority as the Jews had done against Moses.


b.  The Corinthian believers had already begun doing this and Paul knew it.  But Paul speaks to them as if they had not yet started doing it and wants them to not even begin doing it.  Paul is being gracious to them in the face of their antagonism toward him.


c.  Complaining is a sin.



(1)  This is a command from God through the inspiration of Scripture to stop complaining.



(2)  God does not command us to stop doing something unless it is wrong.



(3)  Therefore, complaining about authority is wrong.  It is a part of rejection of authority.



(4)  Just as the Jews had rejected the authority of Moses, whom God had appointed over them, so the Corinthians were doing the same thing by rejecting the authority of Paul.


d.  Related Scripture.



(1)  Complaining is related to the mental attitude sin of bitterness.  Job 7:11, “Therefore I will not restrain my mouth; I will speak in the anguish of my spirit, I will complain in the bitterness of my soul.”


(2)  Complaining about God is a sin.  Job 33:13, “Why do you complain against Him That He does not give an account of all His doings?”


(3)  Complainers are judged by God.  Jam 5:9, “Do not complain, brethren, against one another, so that you yourselves may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing right at the door.”


(4)  The Pharisees and scribes complained about the Lord.




(a)  Lk 5:30, “The Pharisees and their scribes began grumbling at His disciples, saying, ‘Why do you eat and drink with the tax collectors and sinners?’”



(b)  Lk 15:2, “Both the Pharisees and the scribes began to grumble, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with them.”



(c)  Lk 19:7, “When they saw it, they all began to grumble, saying, ‘He has gone to be the guest of a man who is a sinner.’”


(5)  The Jewish people also complained about our Lord.




(a)  Jn 6:41, “Therefore the Jews were grumbling about Him, because He said, ‘I am the bread that came down out of heaven.’”



(b)  Jn 7:12, “There was much grumbling among the crowds concerning Him; some were saying, ‘He is a good man’; others were saying, ‘No, on the contrary, He leads the people astray.’”


(6)  Jesus told the disciples not to complain, Jn 6:43, “Jesus answered and said to them, ‘Do not grumble among yourselves.’”

e.  Paul’s great commandment is found in Phil 2:14, “Do all things without grumbling or disputing.”
2.  “just as some of them complained,”

a. The Jews constantly complained about Moses and his leadership.



(1)  Num 14:2, “All the sons of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron; and the whole congregation said to them, ‘Would that we had died in the land of Egypt!  Or would that we had died in this wilderness!’”


(2)  Num 14:36, “As for the men whom Moses sent to spy out the land and who returned and made all the congregation grumble against him by bringing out a bad report concerning the land.”


(3)  Ex 16:7, “and in the morning you will see the glory of the Lord, for He hears your grumblings against the Lord; and what are we, that you grumble against us?”


(4)  Ex 16:8, “Moses said, ‘This will happen when the Lord gives you meat to eat in the evening, and bread to the full in the morning; for the Lord hears your grumblings which you grumble against Him.  And what are we?  Your grumblings are not against us but against the Lord.’”


(5)  Num 14:27, “How long shall I bear with this evil congregation who are grumbling against Me?  I have heard the complaints of the sons of Israel, which they are making against Me.”


(6)  Num 17:5, “It will come about that the rod of the man whom I choose will sprout. Thus I will lessen from upon Myself the grumblings of the sons of Israel, who are grumbling against you.”

b.  They even grumbled against Aaron.  Num 16:11, “Therefore you and all your company are gathered together against the Lord; but as for Aaron, who is he that you grumble against him?”
3.  “and so they were destroyed by the destroyer.”

a.  “The OT speaks of ‘the destroyer’.”
  “For the Lord will pass through to smite the Egyptians; and when He sees the blood on the lintel and on the two doorposts, the Lord will pass over the door and will not allow the destroyer to come in to your houses to smite you.”
  Compare Heb 11:28, “By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of the blood, so that he who destroyed the firstborn would not touch them.”  

b.  Some scholars say that this destroyer is Satan.  This cannot be correct for the following reasons.



(1)  Ex 12:23 says that “the Lord will pass through to smite the Egyptians.”  Thus the person doing the destroying is either the Lord Jesus Christ Himself or his delegated agent.



(2)  Ex 12:23 also says that the “the Lord will not allow the destroyer to come in to your houses.”  Therefore the destroyer is an agent of the Lord under His direct authority and command.



(3)  Our passage uses HUPO plus the ablative of agency, which indicates that the destroyer is an agent of someone else.



(4)  Satan is not an agent of God; he is the enemy of God.  Satan is not permitted to take the life of anyone without God’s permission.  Sometimes God does turn over a believer to Satan for the destruction of the body as a part of the punishment of the sin unto death.



(5)  This destroying angel from God is mentioned twice in the Old Testament.




(a)  2 Sam 24:16, “When the angel stretched out his hand toward Jerusalem to destroy it, the Lord relented from the calamity and said to the angel who destroyed the people, ‘It is enough!  Now relax your hand!’”



(b)  1 Chr 21:15, “And God sent an angel to Jerusalem to destroy it; but as he was about to destroy it, the Lord saw and was sorry over the calamity, and said to the destroying angel, ‘It is enough; now relax your hand.’”
�  Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979.


�  Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979.


�  Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979.


�  The New American Standard Bible, 1995 Update, (La Habra, California: The Lockman Foundation) 1996.





PAGE  
4

