1 Corinthians 1:7



- is a conjunctive adverb meaning “so that” or “therefore.”  It is used here with the accusative and infinitive to introduce a result clause and is translated “so that.”  HWSTE refers back to the phrase in verse 5, “because you have been enriched in all things in Him,... so that...”  The result of being enriched by being in union with Christ is that all Church Age believers have phenomenal spiritual gifts.

- is the accusative subject of the infinitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, “you.”  Note the plural; Paul addresses this to all the Corinthians, the good and bad alike.  The accusative here acts as the subject of the infinitive which follows even though infinitives do not have subjects.  This unique syntactical construction in the Greek is called an accusative absolute.  This is a startling way of saying something to get the attention of the readers or hearers.  It should make you sit up and pay attention.

- is the negative adverb MĒ, meaning “no, not, none.”
- is the present passive infinitive of the verb HUSTEREW.  HUSTEREW in the active voice means “to come too late, to miss, to fail to reach, to be excluded, to be in need of, to be poor, to be inferior, to fail, to give out, to lack.”  In the passive voice it means “to be lacking, to go without, to come short of.”

The gnomic or static present refers to a state that is axiomatic or perpetually exists unchanged.  This means that the gifts we have received from God at salvation, all the things that have made us rich as believers in Christ are permanent, perpetual, and cannot change.  What we have we have for all eternity; and there is nothing we or God can do to take it away from us.


The passive voice means the Corinthian believers and so all Church age believers receive the action of the verb.  There is nothing we can do to earn or deserve anything given to us by God.  What God gives, He gives because of His grace.  Not because of anything we do.


The infinitive of actual result states the facts of the case: the Corinthian believers are not lacking in any spiritual gifts.

- is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the negative adverb MĒDEIS used as an adjective, and the neuter singular noun CHARISMA, translated “in any gift.”  CHARISMA is used throughout the New Testament generally for the spiritual gifts given by God to the believer, and occasionally for some other special gift of God given to the believer, such as rescue from mortal danger 2 Cor 1:11.

- is the accusative second person masculine plural present middle participle of the verb APEKDECHOMAI.  The verb means “to eagerly await something.”

The aorist present tense expresses the idea of the present fact of the anticipation of the rapture of the Church without reference to any progress toward that event.  It is punctiliar action in present time.  It sets forth an event as now occurring.  The Rapture of the Church is imminent at any point in the Church Age.  It could happen at any moment.  Why?  Because there is no unfulfilled prophecy before it occurs.


1.  In all other dispensations God’s timetable is determined by the fulfillment of one or more prophecies.


2.  For example, the Second Advent cannot occur until the Tribulation occurs.  The man of sin cannot be revealed until the restraining ministry of the Holy Spirit is taken out of the way.  The Millennium cannot occur until all unbelievers of the Tribulation are removed from the earth in the baptism of fire.  The eternal state cannot occur until God the Son judges all unbelievers at the Great White Throne judgment.


3.  The next prophecy to be fulfilled historically is the Rapture of the Church.  Therefore the Rapture could occur at any moment.  This is the significance of the aorist present tense.


4.  There is no prophecy left unfulfilled before the Rapture occurs, Col 3:4; 1 Cor 1:7; 2 Thes 2:1; Tit 2:13.  The Rapture can take place at anytime, because all prophecy has been fulfilled.  This is not true of the tribulation or Second Advent.  All of the events in their proper sequence must occur in the tribulation before the Second Advent can occur.  Therefore, the Rapture and Second Advent are not co-terminus.  Nor can the Rapture occur at anytime during the tribulation.


5.  There is activity of the Church in heaven, which demands the removal of the Church from the earth prior to its return.  The Church must be evaluated and receive its bridal garments, 2 Cor 5:10; 1 Cor 3:11-15; Rev 19:6-8.  It takes seven years for all the Church to be evaluated at the judgment seat of Christ.


6.  The Rapture of the Church is for believers only.


The indirect middle voice signifies that the action, the Rapture, is closely related to the subject, the Corinthian believers.  The middle voice is Paul’s way of stressing to the Corinthians that they will participate in the Rapture.  This is a very subtle encouragement to the believers in Corinth.  No matter how badly they have failed in the past, or will continue to fail in the future, they will still be present with the rest of the royal family of God at the Rapture of the Church.


The temporal participle indicates the time of the action as during the course of the Church Age.  The temporal participle can be translated “while eagerly awaiting.”  While waiting for the Rapture, our Lord has provided everything necessary by way of spiritual gifts and blessings to sustain the Church Age believer.


The accusative plural of the participle indicates that the subject of this action is the accusative plural personal pronoun “you” in the beginning of this verse:  “so that you are not lacking.”
- is the accusative direct object of the feminine singular noun APOKALUPSIS, meaning “revelation.”  This is used as a technical term for the return of Christ to take the Church home to heaven.  Cf. 2 Thes 1:7; 1 Pet 1:7, 13.

- is the descriptive genitive singular of the nouns KURIOS, IĒSOUS and CHRISTOS plus the possessive genitive of the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning, “of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  Note that the apostle Paul includes the Corinthian believers along with himself as possessing a personal relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ.  They had not lost their personal relationship with Christ, and Paul still considered them equal members of the body of Christ.

1 Corinthians 1:7 corrected translation
“so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift, while eagerly awaiting the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ,”
Explanation:
1.  Like all local churches throughout the Church Age, the Corinthians had every spiritual gift they needed among the members of their church to fulfill the plan of God for their lives, while waiting for the Rapture of the Church.

2.  One of the most important subjects in this epistle is the issue of spiritual gifts of the Church Age.  Paul will deal with this subject in detail in chapters 12-14.

3.  As we will see in the Corinthian epistles, these believers had every spiritual gift known to the pre-Canon period of the Church.  They did not lack in any of the spiritual gifts.  They had everything necessary to advance to spiritual maturity.  They had men with the gift of pastor-teacher, men with the gift of administration, people with the gift of prayer, people with the gift of helps.

4.  In addition to their spiritual gifts, the Corinthian believers had everything spiritually they needed to personally advance to spiritual maturity.  They had the filling of the Spirit, the teaching ministry of the Spirit, a human spirit, a free will.

5.  You should look forward to the end of our life with eager anticipation.


a.  We should look forward with eager anticipation to the Rapture of the Church.


b.  We should look forward to our death.


c.  Both events bring you face-to-face with the Lord Jesus Christ.  Therefore, they should both be eagerly anticipated by us.


d.  If you do not eagerly anticipate your death, then you are not in spiritual maturity.  Only the mature believer looks forward to death, so that he or she can be with the Lord.


e.  The two greatest moments yet to occur in human history are the Rapture of the Church and the second Advent of Christ.  We should look forward with eager anticipation to both.


f.  For Church Age believers, both of these events will be dramatic demonstrations of the person and power of our Lord.  Since we are His bride, we will share these events with Him.


g.  What bride does not eagerly anticipate her wedding?  Why should we not eagerly anticipate our wedding day and physical union with Christ?


h.  Only the degenerate, reversionist, negative to Bible doctrine Church Age believer wants to stay in Satan’s cosmic system any longer than necessary.  The mature believer wants to go home.

3

