1 Corinthians 1:31



- is the conjunction HINA which introduces a final purpose clause here, and should be translated “in order that.”
- is the adverb of comparison KATHWS, translated “just as.”
- is the third person singular perfect passive indicative of the verb GRAPHW, meaning “to write: it stands written.”

The intensive perfect places emphasis on the existing results of the writing of Scripture: we have a finished product in the Old Testament.  When special attention is directed to the results of the action, stress upon the existing fact is intensified.


The passive voice indicates that the canon of Scripture receives the action—having been written.


The declarative indicative mood is used to indicate a dogmatic statement of fact.

- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular articular present middle participle of the verb KAUCHAOMAI, meaning to “boast, brag; take pride in.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun, meaning “the one who” and substantivizes the participle.


The descriptive present indicates a condition, which is now going on.


The deponent middle is middle in form, but active in meaning.  Those who boast produce the action.


The ascriptive use of the participle indicates that the participle functions as a substantive and should be translated, “The boaster, the braggart, or the one who boasts.”
- is the preposition EN plus the instrument of cause from the masculine singular proper noun KURIOS, meaning “on account of the Lord,” or “because of the Lord.”
 - third person singular present middle imperative from the verb KAUCHAOMAI, meaning “to boast, brag; to take pride in.”

The tendential present indicates an action, which is purposed or attempted, though it is not actually taking place.


The deponent middle is middle in form, active in meaning.  Paul wants believers in Corinth to produce this action.


The imperative mood is a command that should be translated by the word “must.”
1 Cor 1:31 corrected translation
“in order that just as it stands written, ‘The one who boasts must boast on account of the Lord.’”
Explanation:

1.  This passage is a quotation from Jer 9:23-24, “Thus says the Lord, `The wise man shall not boast in his wisdom, furthermore the successful man will not boast in his success, the rich man will not boast in his riches; for the one boasting, let him boast in this: to be caused to understand and to know Me, I, the Lord, who manufactures grace, judgment and justice in the earth; for in this I take pleasure,’ declares the Lord.”
2.  Note that Paul does not use all of the quotation, but drops off the last half of Jer 9:24 and substitutes “the Lord.”  Why?


a.  He does this because the quote was well known to his readers and it was unnecessary for him to quote it in full.


b.  The point is made in the first half of Jer 9:24, not in the second half.

3.  Paul’s point is the same as Jeremiah’s point: we have nothing to brag about except what God has done for us.  And in boasting about what God has done for us our attitude in one of gratitude, thankfulness, not arrogance because we earned or deserved what God has done for us.  Another way to look at this statement by Paul is the legitimate translation of the verb KAUCHAOMAI, meaning “to take pride in” someone or something, so that the command then becomes, “the one who takes pride in someone must take pride in the Lord.”  In other words, Paul is telling the Corinthians to stop taking pride in themselves (“I am for Paul” “I am for Peter” “I am for Apollos”), but to take pride in the Lord.
4.  The Lord Jesus Christ has done everything for us.  We have nothing to boast about except who and what He is, and all that He has done.  In this we glorify the Lord.

5.  God is everything; we are nothing.  God has done everything; we have done nothing.  God has given us everything; we are totally helpless.

6.  If you are anything at all, it is because of what God has made you.  If you have anything at all, it is because of what God has given you.  If you do anything worthwhile at all, it is because God the Holy Spirit and Bible doctrine influences your soul.

7.  Let others boast about their human wisdom.  Let others boast about their success.  Let others boast about their power.  Let others boast about their friends and loved ones.  Let others boast about their wealth.  Let others boast about their fame.  You boast about the Lord Jesus Christ.

8.  God has given you greater things to boast about than human wisdom, success, power, friends, loved ones, wealth, fame, etc.  You have been given:


a.  Efficacious grace. 


b.  Regeneration: a human spirit.


c.  God’s righteousness.


d.  God’s eternal life.


e.  The sealing of the Holy Spirit, or eternal security.


f.  The baptism of the Holy Spirit, which placed you into union with Christ, so that you have positional sanctification and share everything Christ has.  You share:



(1)  His kingship.



(2)  His priesthood.



(3)  His righteousness.



(4)  His life.



(5)  His sonship.



(6)  His election.



(7)  His destiny.



(8)  His heirship.



(9)  His sanctification.


g.  An eternal inheritance: escrow blessing for time and eternity.


h.  Justification - declared holy by God.


i.  Reconciliation to God.


j.  You are the beneficiary of:



(1)  Propitiation.



(2)  Unlimited atonement.



(3)  Redemption.


k.  You are created a new spiritual species.


l.  You are made a member of the royal family of God forever.


m.  You have equal privilege and equal opportunity to reach maturity.



(1)  Under election:




(a)  Equal privilege is your royal priesthood.




(b)  Equal opportunity is your logistical grace.



(2)  Under predestination:




(a)  Equal privilege is your union with Christ.




(b)  Equal opportunity is your very own palace - the spiritual life.


n.  A royal ambassadorship.


o.  The indwelling of all three members of the Trinity.


p.  The unique availability of divine power: the filling of the Holy Spirit.


q.  The unique protocol plan of God.


r.  Spiritual gifts.


s.  No eternal judgment.


t.  Deliverance from the kingdom of Satan and transferred to the kingdom of God.


u.  Delivered from the power of the old sin nature.


v.  Direct access to God in prayer.


w.  The removal of all scar tissue of the soul.


x.  Guaranteed a resurrection body.


y.  Great spiritual problem solving devices.



(1)  Rebound.



(2)  The influence/power of the Holy Spirit.



(3)  The faith-rest drill.



(4)  Grace orientation.



(5)  Doctrinal orientation.



(6)  A personal sense of destiny.



(7)   Personal love for God.



(8)  Unconditional love for others.



(9)  Sharing God’s happiness.



(10)  Occupation with Christ.

9.  These are things, which wealth cannot buy, human wisdom cannot understand, friends and loved ones cannot give, success cannot bring, fame cannot attain, and power cannot control.  These are only given by God, and are only given in grace.

10.  This is why Paul said in Eph 3:20-21, “Now to Him [F] who is able to do infinitely more than all we ask or imagine on the basis of the [divine] power which works for us, to Him be the glory by means of the Church and by means of Christ Jesus with reference to all generations of this age of the ages; I believe it.”
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