1 Corinthians 1:29



- is an Attic Greek adverb HOPWS used as a conjunction to indicate purpose, translated “in order that.”
- is a negative adverb MĒ, meaning “no, not, no one.”
- is third person singular aorist middle subjunctive of the verb KAUCHAOMAI, meaning “boast, to take pride in oneself (in a bad sense).”

The gnomic aorist tense states a generally accepted fact or truth that no one may boast before God.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning.  The entire human race produces the action: they have no right to boast before God.


The potential subjunctive mood is used with HOPWS to introduce the purpose clause.

- is the nominative subject from the feminine singular adjective PAS, meaning “all, every” and noun SARX, meaning “flesh, body, man, human being, or person.”  ME PAS and SARX used together means “no person, nobody.”
 - is the improper preposition ENWPION which means “before, in the presence of, in the sight of, in the opinion/judgment of.”  With this we have the adverbial genitive of place from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God.”
Literally this says “in order that all flesh may not boast in the presence of God,” but is better translated “that nobody may boast,” since it is clearly talking about people and not angels or animals.

1 Cor 1:29 corrected translation
“in order that nobody may boast in the presence of God.”
Explanation:
1.  God has chosen the weak, the powerless, the ignoble, the insignificant, those who are not even considered to exist as the ones to carry out His purpose and plan for the Church Age.

2.  God’s plan and policy is based on the principle of grace.  In grace God does all the work and man receives all the benefit.

3.  If man could do anything to help God with His plan, then God’s plan would fail, because it would depend on the ability, help, power, provision of an imperfect creature: man.

4.  Therefore, God must do everything in His plan.  He must plan it, He must execute it, and He must reveal it.

5.  But as a part of His plan and purpose God uses certain creatures as agents to do His will.  These agents are believers in the Lord Jesus Christ.

6.  How does God use these agents, that is, you and I?


a.  God provides for us eternal salvation.  This glorifies God and demonstrates His grace and love.


b.  God forgives our sins.  This glorifies God and demonstrates His grace, faithfulness, and power.


c.  God provides our logistical support.  This glorifies God and demonstrates His grace, sovereignty, and power.


d.  God provides our special blessing.  This glorifies God and demonstrates His grace, sovereignty, omniscience, omnipotence, veracity, and immutability.


e.  God provides suffering for blessing and dying grace blessing.  This glorifies God and demonstrates His righteousness, sovereignty, grace, love, justice, omniscience, omnipotence, and immutability.

7.  So God uses us in His plan and as part of His purpose to be the recipients of His grace provision, and His special blessing.  We do nothing to earn or deserve these things from God.

8.  By God’s use of us He glorifies Himself, and demonstrates to Satan and the fallen angels that He is in fact gracious, just, and loving.

9.  Now, since God does all the work, and receives all the glory, where is there room for man to boast before God?  We have done nothing to gain salvation, forgiveness, or blessing from God.


a.  God saved us; we didn’t save ourselves.


b.  God forgave us; we didn’t forgive ourselves.


c.  God paid the penalty for our sins; we didn’t suffer judgment for any of them.


d.  God provided everything necessary to keep us alive; we have done nothing.


e.  God provides temporal and eternal blessings for us in spite of our depravity, sinfulness, and even degeneracy.

10.  Therefore, since you did nothing to earn or deserve anything from God, what do you have to boast about?
11.  And to prevent man from thinking that he can earn or deserve blessing from God, God has decided to use those who were not born as intellectuals, those who were not born wealthy, those who were not born as human aristocracy to determine the course of human history during the Church Age.


a.  As goes your positive volition toward doctrine, so goes history.


b.  If you are negative to doctrine, then the nation declines historically.


c.  If you are positive to doctrine, then the nation advances historically.


d.  Everything depends on your unknown, insignificant, unheralded positive volition toward God’s word.

12.  Your positive volition is non-meritorious.  The merit is in the object: Bible doctrine, not in your volition.

13.  The principle is that God gets all the glory; we get all the blessing.

14.  If you persist in boasting about anything you have received from God, or anything you have done, then you have become arrogant, understanding nothing, and the justice of God will grind you in the dirt until you either rebound or die from the pain.

Jer 9:23-24, “Thus says the Lord, ‘The wise man shall not boast in his wisdom, furthermore the successful man will not boast in his success, the rich man will not boast in his riches; for the one boasting let him boast in this: to be caused to understand prosperity, even to know Me, I, the Lord manufacture grace, judgment, and justice in the earth; for in this I take pleasure,’ decrees the Lord.”
2 Cor 10:17, “But he who boasts, let him boast in the Lord.”
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