1 Corinthians 1:26



- is the postpositive conjunctive particle GAR, meaning “For.”  Here it is used to introduce an illustration of the wisdom and power of God.

- is the second person plural present active imperative of the verb BLEPW, meaning “to see, look, look at, regard, consider, note, notice, mark, watch, beware of, perceive, feel.”

The aoristic present regards a present fact without reference to progress.  A point of action is now occurring.  “Consider right now.”

The active voice indicates the Corinthian believers are commanded to produce the action.


The imperative of entreaty is the mood of urgency or request.

- is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun KLĒSIS, meaning “calling,” plus the possessive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “your.”
- is the nominative used as a vocative of the masculine plural noun ADELPHOS, meaning “brethren” or “fellow-believers.”
 - is the epexegetical use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that.”  It introduces that which we are to consider.

Ellipsis demands the insertion of the present active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be:  [there are].”
- is the negative adverb OU, meaning “not” plus the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective POLUS and noun SOPHOS, meaning “many wise men,” or “not many intellectuals.”
- is the preposition KATA plus the accusative of reference from the feminine singular noun SARX, meaning “according to the flesh,” or even better “according to human standards.”
- is the negative adverb OU, meaning “not” plus the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective POLUS and DUNATOS, meaning “powerful, strong, mighty, or able.”  It should be translated “not many powerful.”
 - is the negative adverb OU, meaning “not” plus the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective POLUS and the masculine plural adjective EUGENES, used as a substantive, meaning “well-born, high-born, nobleman, royalty.”  It should be translated “not many noblemen.”
1 Cor 1:26 corrected translation
“For consider your calling, fellow-believers, that there are not many intellectuals according to human standards, not many powerful, not many noblemen.”
Explanation:

1.  The call of God.


a.  The calling of God is His offer of eternal salvation through faith in His Son.  If believed, the call is irrevocable because of efficacious grace.


b.  1 Cor 1:2, “To the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who have been sanctified in Christ Jesus, saints by calling.”   


c.  1 Cor 1:9, “God is faithful, through whom you were called into fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.”

d.  1 Cor 1:24, “But to those who are called, both Jews and Gentiles, Christ is the power of God and the wisdom of God.”   


e.  1 Cor 1:26, “For consider your call, brethren, that there were not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble.”  What you were before salvation, your human attractiveness or achievement is not the issue.  The issue is grace. 


f.  Gal 1:6, “I am amazed that you so quickly have deserted the One (F) who called you by the grace of Christ, and have now turned to a different gospel.”  God the Father called them when Paul gave them the gospel.  The different gospel is faith plus works.


g.  Eph 4:1, “I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, exhort you to walk in a manner worthy of your station in life, for which you have been called.”
2.  There are three categories of human celebrities dealt with in this verse:


a.  People with great wisdom, intelligence, learning, or knowledge.


b.  People with great power - political, military, or financial.


c.  People with great nobility, heritage, upbringing, genetics, or genealogy.

3.  The call of God the Father goes out to all three categories as a part of common grace.  God invites all men to believe in Christ.

4.  But the principle Paul is emphasizing here is that, generally, men with great wisdom, talent, ability, power, upbringing, wealth, advantage, heritage, tend to depend on these things for security and blessing in life rather than a relationship with God.


a.  Therefore, wisdom, power, nobility or genetic advantage can be a handicap to faith in Christ.


b. These things are a handicap because they distract the person from their need for faith in Christ.

5.  God has invited the wise, the powerful, the strong, the noblemen to believe in Christ, but not many have.  Yet, the foolish, the weak, the peasants have believed in Christ.  And in eternity they will be the most wise, the most powerful, that is, the royal family of God.


a.  This illustrates how the foolishness of God is wiser than the wisdom of man, and how the weakness of God is stronger than the strength of man.


b.  Paul’s entire point in this verse is this:



(1)  God has invited all men to believe in Christ.



(2)  Those who have everything according to human standards generally don’t believe in Christ.



(3)  Those who have everything want God to prove Himself, to pass the test so they will believe.



(4)  But God uses what “great” men reject to provide the greatest things for those who are not great.



(5)  God takes what powerful men reject to make the weak the most powerful.



(6)  God takes what human nobility rejects and makes the peasants fellow-kings with Christ.



(7)  And if God can do this, then the stupidity of God is wiser than the wisdom of man, and the weakness of God is stronger than the power of man.

6.  God has reversed the trend of history at the Cross.  If you were born into nobility, or if you were strong, or if you were smart, you could make it in life and have blessing and prosperity.  But now God has changed all that and said, “Believe in My Son and I will give you My wisdom, My power, and My prosperity.”
7.  Man in his infinite wisdom rejects God’s offer and says, “No thanks, I’m doing fine with the things I have, what do I need God for?”  The great tragedy is that not only do unbelievers do this and reject the gospel, but also believers do this and reject Bible doctrine.
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