1 Corinthians 1:25



- is the casual conjunction HOTI, meaning “because.”  It refers back to both verse 21 where the “foolishness of God” is defined as the “proclaimed message of the gospel” and to verse 24 where the power of God is introduced as Christ.

- is the nominative subject from the neuter singular noun MWRON, meaning “foolishness, stupidity, or dumbness.”
- is the possessive genitive from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “of God.”
- is the predicate nominative of the comparative form of the neuter singular adjective SOPHWS, meaning “wiser.”
- is the ablative of comparison from the masculine plural noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “than mankind.”  Comparison obviously implies separation in degree.  And separation is the basic idea of the ablative case.

- is the third person singular present active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”

The gnomic or static present tense presents a condition that perpetually exists.

God is always smarter than man.


The active voice indicates that the stupidity of all three members of the Trinity produces the action of being something—wiser than mankind.

The declarative indicative mood indicates a dogmatic statement of fact.

- is the simple connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and.”
- is the nominative subject from the neuter singular noun ASTHEVES, meaning “the weakness, sickness, illness, feebleness, powerlessness.”
- is the possessive genitive from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “of God.”
- is the predicate nominative of the comparative form of the neuter singular adjective ISCHUROS, meaning “stronger.”
- is the ablative of comparison from the masculine plural noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “than mankind.”
1 Cor 1:25 corrected translation
“Because the stupidity of God is wiser than mankind, and the weakness of God is stronger than mankind.”
Explanation:

A.  “Because the stupidity of God is wiser than mankind...”

1.  If God were stupid, but He isn’t, then the most stupid thing God ever did is wiser than the wisest thing man ever did.  God is not stupid, nor has He ever done anything dumb.  This is Paul’s use of an absurd comparative analogy to prove his point logically.


2.  The stupidity of God is not just wiser than the wisest thought of one man, but is wiser than all the collective thinking of the human race from start to finish.


3.  God is omniscient.



a.  This means God knows the end from the beginning.  God knows everything that will happen before it happens and He knew it billions of years before anything existed.



b.  There is nothing that is unknown to God.  He knows everything that will happen and everything that could have happened: “iffy history.”


c.  Not only does God know everything, but He knows it all perfectly and eternally.




(1)  He knows everything perfectly in that He has all the facts.




(2)  He knows everything eternally in that there never was a time when He did not know everything.



d.  God knows every thought you have ever had, every thing you have ever said, and every thing you have ever done.  And He knew it all before He ever gave you life, before He ever sent His Son to the Cross, and before He ever created Satan and the rest of the angels.



e.  Nothing you think, say, or do is ever hidden from God.  You don’t get away with anything.


f.  God also knows all the relations that every event has to every other event in history.  And He knows what would have happened down to the end of history if the smallest event had been changed in any way.


4.  How does man’s knowledge, learning and wisdom compare with God’s?



a.  Man’s knowledge is constantly changing.  God’s knowledge never increases or decreases.



b.  Man must constantly learn to increase in wisdom.  God does not need to learn anything; He has always known everything.



c.  Man’s wisdom is no better than his limited knowledge, capacity to learn, and developed virtue.  God’s wisdom is based on His perfect righteousness, perfect justice, perfect love, perfect omniscience, and perfect veracity.


5.  Therefore, when it comes to wisdom, God’s worst day as God is infinitely greater than man’s best day as man.

B.  “And the weakness of God is stronger than mankind.”

1.  God is omnipotent.  That means God is all-powerful.


2.  There is nothing God cannot do.  Except, God cannot act contrary to His own self.  God cannot violate His own essence.


3.  Therefore, God cannot commit sin or evil.  Nor can God be considered in relationship to the absurd.  Example:  “If God is all powerful, why doesn’t He stop me from sinning; or why does He permit evil and suffering?”  These statements are absurd because they assume as their unstated premise that God has no control over the affairs of man.  They also assume that man has no free will.


4.  There is nothing that God cannot do for you.  There is nothing that God cannot provide for you.  There is no way in which God cannot help you.


5.  But, God will not do things for you that are not in your best interest.  God will not provide for you things that will only make you miserable.  God will not always help you the way you demand to be helped.


6.  No matter how strong you think you are, God is stronger.  No matter how powerful you think mankind as a whole is, God is stronger.  No matter how hard Satan and all the fallen angels try, they cannot do what God can do.


7.  The “weakness of God” is the person of the Lord Jesus Christ on the Cross.  At that moment God was as weak as God would ever get.  Yet, the “weakness” of God stood the test and remained on the cross bearing our sins.



a.  If Satan ever had a chance to defeat God, it was at the Cross; and he failed.



b.  If God was ever going to fail as God, it was at the Cross.



c.  But the power of God the Holy Spirit sustaining our Lord, and the power of Bible doctrine in the soul of our Lord was strong enough to keep Him on the cross bearing our sins.



d.  And this same power has already been provided for you as a member of the royal family of God.


8.  The weakness of God represented by the person of our Lord on the cross was stronger than the combined rejection of the nation Israel, and our Lord’s best friends.


9.  Christ went to the cross and suffered alone.  No one could help Him.  Yet the weakness of God was stronger than the strength of man to reject Him.
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