1 Corinthians 1:24



- is the adversative use of the conjunction DE, meaning “but.”
- is the dative of indirect object from the intensive pronoun AUTOS used as a demonstrative pronoun, translated “to those.”  With this we have the dative of indirect object from the article and noun KLĒTOS, “elect ones.”  Literally this says “to those elect ones.”  In English we smooth this out by translating “to those who are elect.”
- is the two conjunctive particles TE KAI, meaning “both...and.”
- is the dative of indirect object from the masculine plural adjective ’IOUDAIS and noun HELLĒN, “to the Jews...Greeks,” is used in apposition to “those elect ones” to more clearly define who they are.

- is the accusative absolute from the noun CHRISTOS, “Christ.”  The accusative absolute is an accusative set off in a sort of explanatory way grammatically independent of the rest of the sentence.  It can be found with or without a participle.  Acts 26:3; 1 Cor 16:6; Eph 1:18; Rom 8:3 are other examples.  This is a very dramatic, dynamic, and dogmatic construction.

- is the predicate accusative from the feminine singular noun DUNAMIS, meaning “the power” plus the genitive of possession from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “of God.”  “Christ [is] the power.”  The verb EIMI = “[is]” is implied and deliberately omitted for dramatic emphasis.
- is the simple connective use of the conjunction, meaning “and.”
 - is the genitive of possession of the masculine singular noun THEOS, “of God” plus the predicate accusative of the feminine singular noun SOPHIA, “the wisdom.”  “and the wisdom of God.”
1 Cor 1:24 corrected translation
“but to those who are the elect, both Jews and Greeks, Christ [is] the power of God and the wisdom of God.”
Explanation:

1.  Note that the apostle makes no distinction between Jews and Greeks.  There are no racial, cultural, social, or genetic distinctions among members of the royal family of God.

2.  There is only one distinction in God’s eyes among members of the human race:  believers and unbelievers.

3.  This was a shock to the Jews who thought they were superior because of their religious heritage.  This was also a shock to the Greeks who thought they were superior because of their cultural heritage.

4.  But the real significance of this statement is the fact that Christ is the power of God and the wisdom of God to all believers.

“Christ is the power of God.”
1.  Our Lord Jesus Christ, during His first advent, was the complete demonstration of God’s power in the life of man.  


a.  As per the true doctrine of Kenosis, our Lord depended on the power of God the Father in His humanity by remaining in His plan and executing His will during the First Advent.


b.  Also our Lord depended on the power of the Holy Spirit inside the spiritual life of the Hypostatic Union.  That is, He depended on the power of the filling of the Holy Spirit.


c.  Therefore our Lord used 100% of the divine omnipotence available to Him during His life on earth.

2.  The power of God was demonstrated in the life of Christ by the miracles He performed before the Cross.

3.  The power of God was demonstrated in the life of Christ by remaining filled with the Spirit while bearing our sins on the Cross.  Heb 9:14, “How much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit [the filling of the Spirit] offered Himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God?”

a.  The “blood of Christ” is a reference to the substitutionary spiritual death of Christ on the Cross while bearing our sins and being judged for them.  It has nothing to do with His physical death.  Our Lord did not bleed to death.


b.  Notice our Lord “through the eternal Spirit offered Himself.”  His spiritual death was accomplished through the power of God the Holy Spirit.


c.  “Without blemish” means that Christ was sinless when He offered Himself to God.



(1)  He had no old sin nature because of the virgin conception/pregnancy.



(2)  He had no imputation of Adam’s original sin, because He had no old sin nature.



(3)  He never committed a personal sin even though He was tempted in all things even as we are; and He was even tempted in ways it is impossible for us to be tempted.



(4)  Not only was our Lord sinless before going to the Cross, He was perfectly sinless while bearing our sins.  He did not react with shame, guilt, self-righteousness, self-justification or any other mental attitude or verbal sin.

4.  Our Lord demonstrated the power of God in His resurrection by being raised from the dead by God the Father and God the Holy Spirit.  He did not raise Himself from the dead.  Rom 1:4, “Jesus Christ who was demonstrated the Son of God by means of the power belonging to the Holy Spirit, and by means of resurrection from the dead.”
5.  Therefore “Christ, the power of God” is Paul’s answer to the Jews who seek a sign.  The greatest signs and miracles in all of history were performed by and for the Person of Christ.  There has never been nor will there ever be a greater demonstration of God’s power than in the life, death, and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ!

“Christ is the Wisdom of God.”
1.  This phrase is defined in verse 30 coming up, “It is because of Him (F) that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—that is, our righteousness, sanctification, and redemption.”

a.  Who and what Christ is, namely God, and the fact of all that He did for us on the cross, is the ultimate demonstration of the wisdom of God.


b.  All of God’s wisdom is summed up and made manifest to the human race by our Lord Jesus Christ and what He did on the Cross.


c.  For example, God figured out a way to solve the greatest problem in all of history: how to have a relationship with sinful man.  This required perfect wisdom on the part of God.



(1)  First, sin had to be judged and removed as a barrier between God and man.



(2)  Second, someone had take the responsibility for receiving that judgment.



(3)  Third, whoever took the responsibility for receiving the judgment had to be perfectly qualified to receive that judgment.




(a)  Our Lord had to be sinless to qualify to bear our sins.  The justice of God demanded that the substitute for our sins be perfect.




(b)  Our Lord had to be equal with both man and God to mediate between the two parties.  Our Lord was both perfect God and perfect man.




(c)  Our Lord had to be a priest to represent us before God.  He was a priest after the order of Melchizedek.



(4)  Our Lord Jesus Christ is the only Person in the entire universe qualified to meet all the conditions demanded by the justice of God to save us from our sinfulness and open the way for a relationship between God and man.


d.  Christ is our righteousness.  This demonstrates the wisdom of God.

  

(1)  We are in union with Christ, and therefore, share His righteousness.  In this way God is able to give us divine righteousness, which qualifies us to live with God forever.



(2)  By faith in Christ we receive the judicial imputation of God’s very own righteousness.  So we have a double portion of divine righteousness.


(3)  Therefore the wisdom of God is demonstrated in Christ by finding a way to make us as perfect as God is perfect.


e.  Christ is our sanctification.  This demonstrates the wisdom of God.

Because of our relationship with Christ we are set apart unto God for a special purpose.  We are set apart unto God in three ways.



(1)  We are sanctified positionally at salvation by being placed into union with Christ.  This provides us with eternal security.  God found a way for us to have eternal life and never lose it.



(2)  We are sanctified experientially during our Christian life by residence, function, and momentum inside our very own spiritual life.  God found a way for us to live under His power rather than the power of Satan.



(3)  We are ultimately sanctified at the Rapture of the Church by receiving a resurrection body.  God found a way to give us a body that would last forever.


f.  Christ is our redemption.  This demonstrates the wisdom of God.

Our Lord paid the price that frees us from the slave market of sin.  At birth we are slaves of the old sin nature until we believe in Christ.  Even after salvation we are slaves to the old sin nature by volitional choice.  But God found a way to break the power of the old sin nature in our life: by faith in Christ, and acknowledgment of sin.

2.  Our Lord Jesus Christ is the manifestation to the Greeks of the greatest wisdom in the universe.


a.  No one in all of history thought, spoke or taught the way our Lord did.  The Jews were constantly amazed at His teaching; and they were the greatest intellects in the ancient world.


b.  The Greeks wanted empirical proof that God existed and how to be saved.  Our Lord provided that empirical proof by His spiritual and physical death, burial, and resurrection.


c.  The Greeks wanted rational proof that God existed and how to be saved.  Our Lord provided that proof by His teaching.



(1)  As the Word of God, Jesus Christ is the wisdom of God.



(2)  The wisdom of God is revealed in the Word of God.  Jesus Christ is the personification of the Word of God.  Jesus Christ is the manifestation of the thinking of God.  The Bible is the thinking of our Lord Jesus Christ.



(3)  The life and death of the Lord Jesus Christ was both empirical and rational proof to the intellectualism of the Greeks of the manifest wisdom of God.

3.  There was only one way for man to be saved, and only one Person who could provide that salvation.  The omniscience of God found the way to save man from his state of spiritual death, while demonstrating the grace, love, power, and glory of God at the same time.  No greater demonstration of wisdom will ever exist than this.
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