1 Corinthians 1:22



Verse 22 is the second reason why God has made foolish the wisdom of the world.

- just as in verse 21, this word is used again to introduce another reason why God has made foolish the wisdom of the world.  EPEIDĒ is a conjunction used here in its causal sense (it is used only once with a temporal meaning “when”), meaning “because, inasmuch as, since.”
- is used here first as an emphatic conjunction, “in fact” and then as a simple connective conjunction, “and.”
- is the nominative subject from the masculine plural proper name IOUDAI, meaning “Jews.”
- is the third person plural present active indicative of the verb AITEW, which means to “ask.”

The retroactive progressive present is used for an action begun in the past, during the dispensation of the hypostatic union, and the action continues into the present, the Church Age.


The active voice indicates that the Jews who are negative to the gospel keep right on producing the action; they are still looking for the big sign or miracle.


The declarative indicative indicates a dogmatic statement of fact.

- is the accusative direct object of the feminine plural noun SĒMEION, meaning “signs, miracles.”
- is the nominative subject from the masculine plural proper name for the Greeks, HELLĒN.

- is the third person plural present active indicative of the verb ZĒTEW, which means to “seek, look for, try to obtain, desire.”

The retroactive progressive present indicates an action, which is begun in the past and continues in the present.


The active voice indicates the Greeks produce the action, still trying to find wisdom.


The declarative indicative mood indicates a dogmatic statement of fact.

- is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular word SOPHIA, meaning “wisdom.”
1 Cor 1:22 corrected translation
“In fact because the Jews keep asking for signs and the Greeks keep seeking for wisdom,”
Explanation:

A.  Why the Jews wanted a sign.


1.  A “sign” was a miracle performed prior to the completion of the Canon that proved that the person performing the miracle was sent as the authoritative messenger from God.


2.  This is why those Jews who were negative to the gospel and doctrine kept demanding that Jesus perform a miracle before their eyes.  Our Lord refused to do so, because He knew that no matter what He did, they still would not believe.  And even though the Pharisees personally witnessed many of the miracles, they still refused to believe.  They had a case of locked in negative volition.  They refused to believe and nothing Jesus did was going to change that.

3.  The function of miracles to accredit the message of a communicator from God was carried over into the function of the apostles, 2 Cor 12:12.  But this function ceased even before the end of Paul’s lifetime, since he was unable to heal one of his closest friends, Trophemus, who was sick at Miletus.

B.  Biblical Documentation.


1.  Mt 12:38-39, “Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered Him saying, ‘Teacher, we want to see a sign from You.’  But He answered and said to them, ‘An evil and adulterous generation craves for a sign; and yet no sign shall be given to it but the sign of Jonah the prophet.’”  Mt 16:1-4.  Lk 11:29-30


2.  Mk 8:11-12, “And the Pharisees came out and began to argue with Him, seeking from Him a sign from heaven, to test Him.  And sighing deeply in His spirit, He said, ‘Why does this generation seek for a sign?  Truly I say to you, no sign shall be given to this generation.’”

3.  Lk 11:16, “And others, to test Him, were demanding of Him a sign from heaven.”

4.  Jn 2:18-19, “The Jews therefore answered and said to Him, ‘What sign do You show to us, seeing that You do these things?’”  Jesus answered and said to them, ‘Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.’”

5.  Jn 6:30, “They said therefore to Him, ‘What then do You do for a sign, that we may see, and believe You?  What work do You perform?’”  Compare Jn 6:2, 14, 26.


6.  Jn 4:48, “Jesus therefore said to him, ‘Unless you see signs and wonders, you will not believe.’”

7.  Jn 2:11, “This beginning of the signs, Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory, and His disciples believed in Him.”  Cf. Jn 4:54.




8.  Jn 3:2, “this man came to Him by night, and said to Him, ‘Rabbi, we know that You have come from God as a teacher; for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is with him.’”

9.  Jn 7:31, “But many of the multitude believed in Him; and they were saying, ‘When the Christ shall come, He will not perform more signs than those which this man has, will He?’”

10.  Jn 9:16b, “But others (Pharisees) were saying, ‘How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?’”  Cf. Jn 11:47.

C.  Summary

1.  This verse describes the two human philosophical systems of negative volition, which unbelievers accept in place of Bible doctrine.



a.  “The Jews asking for signs” is empiricism.  This type of negative volition will not believe unless they “see it with their own eyes.”  They want scientific proof of the existence of God.  They want God to prove something to them.  This is so arrogant that it is almost beyond description.  Who are we that we should demand that God prove anything to us?  In this system, man substitutes scientific knowledge for knowledge of God and relationship with God.



b.  “The Greeks seeking for wisdom” is rationalism.  This type of negative volition will not believe unless doctrine is compatible with psychology, sociology, or some form of human philosophy.  This is the negative volition of the “well-educated.”  They believe that they have learned so much that they are beyond any need for God, religion, or the Bible.  This is also tremendous arrogance.  In this system, man substitutes human wisdom for knowledge of God and relationship with God.


2.  The Jews who kept on asking for a sign, didn’t believe the signs being given, i.e., the daily miracles of our Lord, nor did they believe the greatest sign in history, i.e., His resurrection from the dead.  In fact, their negative volition, and the power of Satan in the cosmic system is so strong, that they still do not believe in the resurrection of Christ after 2000 years.


3.  The Greeks kept on seeking wisdom, yet rejected the greatest human teacher of wisdom, the apostle Paul, when he spoke to them on Mars hill in Athens.  They had the opportunity to believe the greatest system of thought that will ever exist, the doctrines of the Church Age; yet they rejected the message as foolishness.


4.  It is impossible for anyone to understand God based on empiricism or rationalism.



a.  Rationalism and empiricism are based on human ability, human power, and human talent.  Therefore if God were to be understood under one of these systems, it would not be equal or fair for all men, since all men are different intellectually.



b.  God’s system for learning is fair for all because it is a grace system.  It is a grace system because everything depends on the power, work, provision, and ability of God the Holy Spirit.



c.  God’s system can be called ‘Operation Transfer’, because God the Holy Spirit transfers the spiritual knowledge of God into the soul of the believer.  The pastor teaches doctrine, which the Holy Spirit teaches to our human spirit.  Then the Holy Spirit transfers that doctrine from the human spirit to the left lobe of the soul.  We now understand what God wants us to know, and must decide if it is true or not.  If we accept the doctrine as true, then God the Holy Spirit transfers that doctrine to our right lobes.  This system of learning spiritual things is called faith-perception.



d.  Faith perception is based on grace.  It is totally dependent upon the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit.  God is a spirit.  The cognitive things about God, which we must learn, are spiritual things.  The whole system must be a spiritual system.  Therefore we must have a human spirit, which God the Holy Spirit creates in us at the moment of salvation.  (That is the definition of regeneration.)  God the Holy Spirit is the one who teaches, or explains spiritual phenomena to our human spirit.



e.  Every part of God’s system of learning is spiritual.  This is why the unbeliever without a human spirit cannot and will not ever understand spiritual things.  Church Age doctrine cannot even be academically understood by the unbeliever.


5.  Most Christians try to evangelize unbelievers by explaining all kinds of doctrines to them, usually to answer their questions and objections.  But that is a waste of time, energy, and information.  After the unbeliever listens to all these spiritual things the believer is telling him, and doesn’t even begin to understand them, he can only come to one logical conclusion, “What you’re telling me is foolishness.”

6.  The only thing you can explain to the unbeliever is the gospel.  All other matters, including their questions regarding “why this,” and “what about that,” are distractions from the issue of Christ.


7.  The only thing that the baby believer out of fellowship can learn from another believer is the importance of rebound.  Because if you aren’t filled with the Spirit when doctrine is taught, then the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit cannot function.  Why?  Because you are under the control of Satan in his power system, instead of under the control of God the Holy Spirit in the spiritual life.
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