1 Corinthians 1:20



- is the adverb of place, meaning “where?” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular adjective SOPHOS, meaning “wise.”  There is an ellipsis or deliberate omission of the verb EIMI, meaning “is.”  It is translated “Where [is] the intellectual?”
- is the adverb of place POU, meaning “where” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular noun GRAMMATEUS, meaning “scribe.”  The scribes were the religious experts, the theology professors of the ancient world.  Again we have the ellipsis of EIMI.  It is translated “Where [is] the theology professor?”
- is the adverb of place again, “where.” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular noun SUZĒTĒTĒS, which is a hapax legomenon (only occurs once in the NT).  It has not been found in extra-Biblical literature.  It means “disputant, debater.”  The feminine noun SUZĒTĒSIS means “a dispute, discussion, argument, debate.”  And the verb SUZĒTEW means “to discuss, dispute, debate, argue.”  Again we have the ellipsis of EIMI.  It is translated “Where [is] the debater?”
- is the descriptive or possessive genitive of the article and noun AIWN, referring to a segment of time.  It means “age, dispensation.”  TOUTOU is the descriptive genitive from the masculine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this.”  It is translated “of this age.”
- is the negative adverb OUCHI, meaning “not.”
- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS meaning “God”—a reference to God the Father, the author of the divine plan.  Again we have a rhetorical question, “Has not God...”
- is the third person singular aorist active indicative verb MORAINW, meaning “to make foolish, show to be foolish.”  The verb is also used in the passive voice in Rom 1:22, “Although they (unbelievers) claim to be wise, they became fools.”  Here we will translate it, “Has not God shown that the wisdom of the world is foolish?”

The culminative aorist looks at God’s plan of salvation in its entirety, but regards it from its existing results: that all of man’s plans regarding how to be saved are nothing more than foolishness.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produces the action, making man’s plans and schemes for salvation appear ridiculous.


The interrogative indicative mood assumes that there is an actual fact that may be stated in answer to the question.  Here the rhetorical question requires no answer.

- is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun SOPHIA, which means “the wisdom.”
 - is the descriptive or possessive genitive from the noun KOSMOS, meaning “of the world, world system.”
1 Cor 1:20 corrected translation
“Where [is] the intellectual?  Where [is] the theology professor?  Where [is] the debater of this age?  Has not God shown the wisdom of the world to be foolishness?”
Explanation:

1.  The first question is a quote from Isa 19:12.


a.  “Wisdom,” and is used by Paul here and in Rom 1:14, 1 Cor 1:19, 26, 27; 3:19-20 for the wise and learned men of human intelligence.  The kind of wisdom, education and learning related to philosophy professors.  The absence of the article emphasizes the high quality of these learned men, from the human standpoint.  These are men like Kant, Spinosa, Descartes, Socrates, Plato, Hume, Barclay, etc., a reference to Greek intellectuals.


b.  “Where is the philosopher?”  The philosopher is great in human estimation, but a ‘nobody’ in God’s plan, evaluation and judgment.

2.  The next question is a quote from Isa 33:18 in the LXX.


a.  GRAMMATEUS refers to a secretary or clerk, and is used in Acts 19:35 for the title of a high official in Ephesus.  But among the Jews of the NT era, this term was used for the experts in the Jewish Scriptures, that is, the OT.  The scribes were the professors of Jewish theology.  So here we have a reference to Jewish intellectuals.  Notice the absence of the article again to emphasize quality.


b.  “Where is the theology professor?”  The theology professor is the expert in religion.  Religion has no part of God’s system.  Religion is the cornerstone of Satan’s system.  The religious expert is a ‘nobody’ in God’s plan, evaluation and judgment.

3.  “Where is the debater of this age?”

a.  A comparison of Mk 8:11; 9:14, 16; 12:28; Lk 22:23; Acts 6:9; and 9:29 (where SUZĒTEW occurs) shows that in every case those who argued, discussed, disputed, debated, were always those who were negative to the gospel or negative to doctrine (the case of the disciples arguing with each other).  This includes Pharisees, Sadducees, Scribes, and Hellenized Jews.  So this is a general reference to those who are negative to doctrine because they hate God’s truth.


b.  “Of this age” is a reference to the Church Age, the divine period of history between the Baptism of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost and the Rapture of the Church.


c.  “Where is the disputant/debater of this age?” is a reference to those who love to argue about God, religion, the Bible, Jesus Christ, or anything to do with Churchianity.  But they no longer have any basis for argument because they do not and cannot understand the mystery doctrine of the Church Age.

4.  Man thinks in his wisdom he himself can find a way to be saved.  He has his own plan for salvation.  What are some of man’s foolish plans for salvation?


a.  Verbal works.



(1)  Repentance.  You must repent of your sins in order to be saved.  How you feel about your sins is not an issue in salvation.  To repent means to change your mind about the Person and work of Christ on the Cross.  Once you did not believe that He died for your sins in order to provide eternal salvation for you; now you do believe.  The issue is faith in Christ, not feeling sorry for sins.



(2)  Invitation.  Salvation is by inviting Christ into your heart.




(a)  The right invitation is made by our Lord.  He invites us to salvation.  The invitation to salvation follows the principle of you coming to Christ, not inviting Christ to come to you.




(b)  By believing in Christ, we come to Christ at His invitation.  Mt 11:28, “Come unto Me, all you that labor and are heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.”



(c)  Jn 6:35, “Jesus said to them, ‘I am the bread of life.  He who comes to Me will never hunger.  He who believes in Me will never thirst.’”  Jesus Christ invites us to salvation; we do not invite Him.




(d)  We are spiritually dead as of the moment of our birth.  We cannot invite Jesus Christ anywhere.  He can only invite us.  Dead people do not issue invitations!




(e)  Inviting Christ into your heart is blasphemous.  It is salvation by works.  It adds something to faith in Christ.  There is no salvation by inviting Christ to come to us.




(f)  The wrong invitation is divided into two categories.





i.  Inviting Christ into your heart.





ii.  Inviting Christ into your life.




(g)  The reason for these blasphemous ideas is the misunderstanding of Rev 3:19-20 (“Those whom I love, I reprimand and discipline.  Therefore, be intensely serious [about your spiritual life] and change your mind.  Pay attention, I stand at the door and I keep knocking.  If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, [then] I will enter to him and I will dine with him and he with Me.”), which addresses believers only.  It is an invitation to rebound (1 Jn 1:9) after salvation for those believers out of fellowship with God.


(3)  Public acknowledgment of Christ as Savior as a means of salvation is a failure to understand Rom 10:9-10 (“If you will acknowledge with your mouth Jesus as Lord, that is, if you will believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.  For with the heart, it is believed resulting in [imputed] righteousness, and with the mouth, it is acknowledged because of salvation.”).  Acknowledging Jesus Christ as Savior is a result of salvation; it is not the means.


b.  Commitment salvation is closely related to verbal works.  It is putting the cart before the horse.  Commitment is the believer’s dedication after salvation. “You must make a commitment to Christ in order to be saved.”  Commitment is a function that occurs after salvation.  Commitment is actually a number of post-salvation decisions.  When commitment is added to faith, there is no salvation.


c.  Lordship salvation, in which recognizing the lordship of Christ is added to faith for salvation.



(1)  This false system of salvation uses a false epigram that says, “If Christ is not Lord of all, He is not Lord at all.”


(2)  This statement ignores completely the Lordship of Christ, which is a result of the baptism of the Spirit.




(a)  Jesus Christ was Lord in eternity past, is Lord now, and always will be Lord.




(b)  The moment we believe in Christ, the baptism of the Spirit enters us into union with Christ.  Therefore, we share in His Lordship, and therefore He is our Lord.  Whether we know it or not is not the issue.  He is our Lord whether we know it or not.



(3)  No one can make Christ their Lord; only God the Holy Spirit can make Christ our Lord; it is accomplished by the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  The baptism of the Holy Spirit must never be confused with the salvation ministry of the Holy Spirit in efficacious grace.  Logically, efficacious grace comes first.



(4)  The spiritually dead person does not have the ability to make Christ Lord of anything.  All he can do is believe in Christ, and then the Holy Spirit makes his faith effectual for salvation and makes Christ his/her Lord.

d.  Ritual works include water baptism, circumcision, or observation of the Eucharist as a condition for salvation.  Most common in this category is baptismal regeneration or salvation through faith plus water baptism.


e.  Salvation by morality is legalism.  Salvation by keeping the Law is Judaism.



(1)  Morality is something the spiritually dead person can accomplish on his own as a spiritually dead person.  Therefore, salvation is obviously not by morality.  Anything a spiritually dead person can do is not a part of salvation.



(2)  Morality is something the spiritually dead person can accomplish, either on his own, or through keeping the Mosaic Law, or through adherence to the laws of divine establishment.



(3)  Rom 3:28, “For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from the works of the Law.”


(4)  Rom 4:4, “Now to the one who works for salvation, his wages are not calculated on the basis of grace, but on the basis of debt.”  The harder you work for salvation, the further you go from it.  You’re only digging a hole that gets deeper and deeper.  The more works you add to salvation, the deeper into the hole you go.



(5)  Rom 4:5, “But to him who does not work for salvation, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith receives credit for righteousness.”


(6)  Salvation by morality or by keeping the law is legalism and blasphemy.  In fact, morality is not the Christian way of life.  Virtue from the Holy Spirit is the Christian way of life.  The Christian way of life is a supernatural way of life and demands a supernatural means of execution.  Only God the Holy Spirit can execute the Christian way of life.  Virtue includes morality but is infinitely greater.



(7)  Anything the unbeliever can do is not a part of the Christian way of life.  Anything the unbeliever can do is not the way of salvation.


f.  Salvation by emotion alleges that salvation is through “feeling saved,” or through ecstatics or emotional activity.  This is the blasphemy of adding emotion to faith for the validity of faith.  However, the validity of faith in Christ comes from the Holy Spirit, never from emotion.



(1)  No one is ever saved because he “feels saved.”  Furthermore, no one is ever saved by speaking in tongues, or alleging the “second blessing” through the baptism of the Spirit.



(2)  Neither emotion nor feeling saved, nor a rosy glow experience, nor weeping tears of repentance at the altar, nor speaking in tongues is a condition or a part of salvation.



(3)  The principle is that emotion is not a valid spiritual experience, either in salvation or in spirituality.



(4)  How you feel is inconsequential in salvation.  The gospel does not emphasize how you feel; it emphasizes who and what Christ is.  Being spiritually dead, there was nothing we could do to impress God.  And salvation by emotion is only an attempt to impress God by how we feel.



(5)  When you believe in Christ, how you feel is never important; it’s what God has done for you that is important.  You may have an emotional response to your salvation, or you may feel terrible.  It makes no difference.


g.  Corporate works are those things we add to faith in Christ such as joining a church, tithing, being baptized, or taking communion.  In other words, corporate salvation is salvation associated with the activities of a local church.  In efficacious grace, the Holy Spirit makes faith and faith alone in Jesus Christ effective for salvation.  Efficacious grace does not include church membership for salvation.


h.  Psychological works alleges salvation through raising your hand during prayer, coming forward, walking an aisle, weeping tears of repentance at an altar, making a public declaration of faith, or jumping through some psychological hoop.



(1)  These activities show no understanding of grace, for grace says you can be saved only through faith alone.  All of these are added to personal faith in Jesus Christ for salvation, and they cancel out faith.  



(2)  Tit 3:5, “He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy by the washing of regeneration and the renewing of the Holy Spirit.”

i.  Roman Catholic salvation adds works to faith in Christ.  Salvation by Roman Catholic faith is not salvation.



(1)  Many Roman Catholics, when questioned, claim that they believe that Christ died on the cross for their sins.  Hence, they allege to believe in Christ.  But at the same time, the Roman Catholic Church has a system of penance and works, which they follow for salvation.  Those Catholics who follow that system of penance, indulgences, and works for salvation are not saved.  They have canceled any benefit of their faith by adding the works imposed upon them by the Roman Catholic Church.



(2)  However, many Roman Catholics do not depend upon penance or a system of works for salvation.  Those people are truly saved.



(3)  Therefore, it is impossible to judge whether any Roman Catholic is saved or not.  Only the individual himself knows.  If he is depending upon the work of Christ on the Cross alone, he saved.  But if he adds and follows the system of penance and works avowed by the Roman Catholic Church, he is not saved.



(4)  The Roman Catholic belief that believing Christ died for their sins on the cross, followed by adherence to penance and indulgences to get into heaven, is not salvation.  Salvation is by faith in Jesus Christ alone.  The practice of any form of works is contradictory.  Therefore, faith is nullified by these works.


j.  The correct order of evangelism is as follows.



(1)  Someone communicates the gospel.  Under the ministry of common grace, the Holy Spirit makes only what is accurate lucid and understandable.



(2)  Then follows the divine invitation of God the Father to believe in Jesus Christ for eternal salvation.




(a)  The invitation from God the Father is taught in Jn 6:44, “No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him.”  God the Father “draws” by the ministry of the Holy Spirit in making the gospel clear and inviting the person to believe.




(b)  The invitation from God the Son is found in Jn 10:27-28, “My sheep hear My voice and I know them, and they follow Me.  I give to them eternal life.  They shall never perish; no one shall snatch them out of My hand.”


(3)  Finally, in efficacious grace, the omnipotence of the Holy Spirit makes faith in Christ effective for salvation.



(4)  So in salvation, the spiritually dead person comes to Jesus Christ through personal faith in Him plus nothing.  Therefore the spiritually dead come to Christ for salvation, not the reverse.  The spiritually dead person does not invite Christ to come to him.




(a)  When the spiritually dead person invites Christ into his heart (right lobe of the soul), it is tantamount to inviting Christ into a garbage dump.




(b)  Spiritual death is not only total depravity of the heart, but total separation from God and total helplessness to invite Jesus Christ anywhere.




(c)  Therefore, inviting Christ into your heart is not a condition for salvation, but a blasphemous expression of spiritual death.  Spiritual death is total helplessness to do anything for salvation, including inviting Christ anywhere.




(d)  In salvation, the spiritually dead person accepts the salvation invitation of God to believe in Christ; and you believe once.  The first time you believe in Christ is the moment you have eternal salvation.




(e)  In salvation, Jesus Christ does not accept your invitation for Him to enter your heart.  Your invitation is works, and Tit 3:5 tells us, “not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us.”  Eph 2:9, “not of works, lest any man should boast.”


(5)  Other people say that you must invite Christ into your life.




(a)  Rom 5:12 answers that:  “Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world and death (spiritual death) by sin, so [spiritual] death passed upon all men because all have sinned.”  In other words, how can you invite Christ into your life when you are spiritually dead?  Dead people cannot give invitations!




(b)  The results of spiritual death mean three things.





i.  Total depravity due to our old sin nature.





ii.  Total separation from God.





iii.  Total helplessness to establish a relationship with God on the basis of anything we can do, i.e., human works.




(c)  Inviting Jesus Christ into your life is tantamount to inviting Him into total depravity or spiritual death.  It is like inviting Christ into a tomb.  The spiritually dead person cannot invite Christ into his life or anywhere else.  Therefore, inviting Christ into your life is not salvation.




(d)  Issuing an invitation to Christ is something we are doing.  A spiritually dead person can only produce dead works.  A spiritually dead person cannot in any way invite Christ anywhere, neither into his heart nor into his life.  You do not invite Christ into a spiritually dead life.



    
(e)  When the Scripture mandates us to believe in Christ, it doesn’t say you must also invite Him into your heart or into your life.  That is salvation by works which is not salvation at all.  You do not invite Jesus Christ into spiritual death and total depravity.  Inviting Christ into your heart or life excludes faith.  Anything that excludes faith in Jesus Christ cannot provide eternal salvation.




(f)  Salvation through faith in Christ is tantamount to coming to Christ, not Christ coming to you to enter your heart or your life.  In salvation, the spiritually dead person accepts the invitation to believe in Christ, and God the Holy Spirit uses that.




(g)  We go to Jesus Christ as the perfect God-man.   He does not come to us as one who is spiritually dead and totally depraved.  We simply believe in Jesus Christ and God the Holy Spirit makes our faith effective.  Then we enter into a relationship with God, not on the basis of works, but on the basis of faith.



(h)  Jn 3:16, “For God loved the world so much that He gave His Son, the uniquely-born One, that whosoever believes in Him shall never perish but have eternal life.”



(i)  Jn 3:18, “He who believes in Him is not judged; but he who does not believe is judged already because he does not believe in the uniquely-born Son of God.”
5.  All these false systems of salvation are part of the foolishness of the wisdom of the world.
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