1 Corinthians 1:2



- is the dative of indirect object and advantage from the feminine singular noun EKKLĒSIA, and means “to the church.”   It is to the advantage of the Corinthian church that Paul is writing this letter.  The entire Word of God has been written for our benefit and advantage.

- is the possessive genitive from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “of God.”  The church as a whole and every local church in particular belongs to God the Son.  We are His bride.  And just as the bride belongs to the bridegroom so we belong to our Lord.

 - is the second person feminine singular from the articular present active participle of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”  Literally this says, “the one being.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun and is translated “which.”

The aorist tense is an aoristic present, which means a present fact without reference to progress, i.e., punctiliar action in present time.


The active voice indicates that the Corinthians produce the action of existing.


The participle is circumstantial, setting forth the fact of the present existence of the Corinthian church, translated: “which is.”
 - is the preposition EN, meaning “in” plus the locative of place of the feminine singular proper noun “Corinth.”  “In Corinth” gives us the location of the church to which Paul is writing.

- is the second person masculine plural from the perfect passive participle of the verb HAGIAZW.  The verb is rarely used in extra-Biblical Greek.  Its has four uses:


1.  To set apart for something or to dedicate.  1 Cor 7:14, “For the unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband.”

2.  To consecrate, to sanctify.


3.  To treat as holy, or to reverence someone or something.


4.  To purify.  1 Tim 4:5, “For it (food) is sanctified (purified) by means of the word of God and prayer.”

The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which stresses the existing result of a completed action.  We have been sanctified at the point of salvation and the result of this existing fact remains forever.  We cannot become “unsanctified” by anything we do.


The passive voice means that all believers receive the action as a matter of grace.


The participle indicates that this is an additional circumstance to the action of the main verb.

 - is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere/place from the proper nouns CHRISTOS and IĒSOUS, meaning “in Christ Jesus.” 

 - is the dative of indirect object from the masculine plural of the nouns KLĒTOS, which means “called, appointed, or commissioned” (see verse 1) and HAGIOS, meaning “saints.”
- is the preposition SUN plus the instrumental of association from the adjective PAS used as a substantive, translated “together with all.”
 - is the dative masculine plural articular present middle participle of the verb EPIKALEW.  The verb is a combination of two words:  the preposition EPI, meaning “upon, on, at” and the verb KALEW, which means “to call.”  Together they mean, “to call upon.”  But this is only a generic meaning; the word is a technical legal term meaning: “to appeal to, to call upon someone for aid, to call upon someone as a witness.”  This is exactly how the word is being used here.  Paul used the same word when he “appealed to Caesar.”  In this context the apostle is using the phrase “to call upon the person (name) of our Lord Jesus Christ” as a technical legal term for appealing to the person and work of Christ on the Cross for salvation.  Cf. Acts 2:21, “And it shall be that every one who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

The masculine plural article TOIS is used as a relative pronoun with an embedded demonstrative pronoun, which means “those who” (whose antecedent is the masculine plural adjective PAS).


The historical present tense indicates that the past event (the faith in Christ of believers all over the world) is viewed with the vividness of a present occurrence.  Not only in the past, but just as if it were happening right now, believers have and are believing in Christ the same way as everyone else.  There are no distinctions.


The indirect middle lays stress upon the agent—believers world-wide—as producing the action.  Paul uses the middle to make a point of the fact that each person who believes in Christ must do it himself or herself.  They must decide, no one can force them.  They didn’t have to get into a group to believe.  In the same respect each person in the local church must decide upon the issue of who is their spiritual authority.

Principle:  Groups don’t make good decisions; Believer’s with doctrine circulating in their soul make great decisions.


The participle is circumstantial.  It describes the attendant circumstances.

 - is the accusative direct object of the neuter singular noun ONOMA, meaning “person, title, or name.”  To call upon the person of Christ for salvation, or to call upon the name of Christ for salvation means the same thing:  to believe in Christ as your personal savior.

 - is the descriptive genitive of the masculine singular noun KURIOS, meaning “of the Lord.”  This is the title of our Lord’s battlefield royalty as a result of His strategic victory of the angelic conflict on the cross.  Then we have the possessive genitive from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “our.”  The proper nouns IĒSOUS CHRISTOS are the titles of our Lord’s humanity and hypostatic union respectively.

 - is the preposition EN, meaning “in” plus the locative of place from the masculine singular adjective PAS and the noun TOPOS, meaning “in every place.”
 - is the appositional genitive from the third person masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a possessive pronoun, plus the possessive genitive of the first person plural personal pronoun EGW.  KAI is the connective conjunction “and.”  This is translated “theirs and ours.”
To what or Whom does this refer?

1.  There are only two choices:  it refers either to Lord; or to the place.

2.  TOPOS (place) is already modified by PAS (every).  It would be extremely awkward to say, “in their and our every place.”  And this makes absolutely no sense in the context.

3.  Appositionally, the words are an after thought by the apostle.  He wants to make sure the Corinthians understand that Christ is the Lord of all believers everywhere.  He is both the Lord of believers elsewhere, and the Lord of the believers in Corinth.  They are no better than anyone else.  This makes sense in context, and follows the apostle’s train of thought.

1 Cor 1:2 corrected translation
“to the church of God which is in Corinth, to those having been sanctified in Christ Jesus, to those appointed saints, together with all those who call upon the person of our Lord Jesus Christ in every place, theirs [their Lord] and ours.”
Explanation:
1.  The emphasis of this statement is on the sanctification of the believer.


a.  Sanctification occurs at the moment of salvation.
1 Cor 6:11, “And such (evil unbelievers) were some of you; but you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ, and by the Spirit of our God.”


b.  Jesus Christ sets us apart to God.



(1)  Heb 2:11, “For both He (JC) who sanctifies and those who are sanctified are all from One Source (F)...”



(2)  Heb 10:10, 14, “By this (Christ’s) will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.  Verse 14, “For by one offering He has perfected for all time those who are sanctified.”


c.  Our Lord accomplished the work of setting us apart for God’s use by His spiritual death on the Cross.  Heb 13:12, “Therefore also, Jesus, that He might sanctify His people (the royal family) through His own blood, suffered outside the gate.”


d.  All three members of the Trinity sanctify persons.



(1)  The Father sanctifies, 1 Thes 5:23, “And the very God of peace sanctify you entirely.”  (Cf. Heb 13:20 where God the Father is called “the God of Peace.”  The Father sanctified the Son, Jn 10:36, “Whom the Father has sanctified, and sent into the world.”



(2)  The Son sanctifies, Eph 5:26, “That He might sanctify and cleanse it [the Church] with the washing of water by the word.”



(3)  The Spirit sanctifies, Rom 15:16, “Being sanctified by the Holy Spirit.”


e.  How does the Holy Spirit sanctify the believer, or what does it mean to be “in Christ Jesus” in 1 Cor 1:2?



(1)  The Holy Spirit sets us apart as holy by entering us into union with Christ.



(2)  This occurs at the moment we believe in Christ.  This is also known as the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  Baptism means identification.  We are identified with Christ in His death, burial, and resurrection.



(3)  Union with Christ can be illustrated by our relationship with the air around us; we are in the air, yet the air is in us.



(4)  In union with Christ, God the Father considers us just as holy as God the Son.  We share everything Christ has.  He has been sanctified by God the Father and we share this sanctification.



(5)  Sanctification is related to imputation and justification.  God the Father imputes His very own perfect righteousness to us at salvation.  We also share the perfect righteousness of our Lord.



(6)  When God the Father looks at us as believers, He can now only see His perfect righteousness; and not our old sin nature and total depravity.



(7)  We are considered holy or sanctified or set apart unto God, because we have both the righteousness of the Father and the Son.  This is known as positional sanctification.  



(8)  Because God considers us holy, in Scripture He calls us “saints.”



(9)  Although we are sanctified positionally before God, this in no way implies that we have or can attain a status of sinless perfection prior to death.


f.  Is there a sanctification after salvation?  Yes!  This is called experiential sanctification.



(1)  All believers are commanded to set apart Christ as the Lord in their thoughts.  This is occupation with Christ.  1 Pet 3:15, “But sanctify Christ as the Lord in your hearts...”



(2)  After salvation the spiritual growth of believers is set apart by God the Holy Spirit.  Rom 15:16, “...that my offering of the Gentiles might become acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.”



(3)  Rebound is the means of restoring the believer’s state of being set apart to God for His use.  2 Tim 2:21, “Therefore, if a man cleanses himself from these things, he will be a vessel for honor, sanctified, useful to the Master, prepared for every good work.


g.  Ultimate sanctification is receiving the resurrection body at the Rapture of the Church.

2.  We are “in union with Christ” as a result of the baptism of the Holy Spirit at the moment of salvation.  Because we are “in Christ” positionally, we are considered holy by God the Father.  We have been set apart as holy in the sphere of Christ Jesus.

3.  In verse one Paul refers to himself as a “called, or invited, or commissioned apostle.”  Now he refers to the believers in Corinth as the “called, or invited, or commissioned saints.”  Just as grace was involved in the commission of Paul to be an apostle, so grace is involved in the commission of the Corinthian believers to be saints (believers).  HAGIOS is a synonym for a believer.  Paul has addressed his epistle to three categories of believers:


a.  “To those who are in Corinth” -- to all believers regardless of their spiritual status or religious faction.


b.  “To those having been sanctified in Christ Jesus” -- to all believers regardless of their spiritual status or religious faction.


c.  “To those commissioned (appointed) saints” -- to all believers regardless of their spiritual status or religious faction.


d.  Paul is setting them up for when he lowers the boom in verse 10 and following.  There are no special believers in Corinth or anywhere else.  All are just as much in need of doctrine and spiritual authority as anyone else.  None of these believers can make it on their own.  They all need doctrine.  They all need a pastor.  (In this case, Paul or God’s delegated representative.)

4.  This verse is a very subtle reminder to the believers in the various factions that they all believed in the same Person for salvation, so why are they now destroying their momentum with this ridiculous squabble over who’s in charge.
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