1 Corinthians 1:16



- is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunctive particle DE, used to introduce a parenthetical thought.  Here it is translated “Now.”
- is the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”
- is the first person singular aorist active indicative of the verb BAPTIZW, meaning “I baptized.”

The constative aorist tense represents the entirety of the point of time when Paul baptized the household of Stephanas.


The active voice indicates that Paul produced the action.


The declarative indicative mood indicates this is a statement of fact.

- is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun OIKOS, which means “house” and is used here for the members of someone’s house, i.e., the household.  This would include the women and children, slaves, servants, and other members of the family.  It is used this way in Lk 10:5, 19:9; Acts 10:2, 11:14, 16:31, 18:8; Tit 1:11; 2 Tim 1:16, 4:19; 1 Tim 3:4.

- is the possessive genitive of the masculine singular proper noun STEPHANAS, translated “of Stephanas.”
- is the accusative of general reference from the neuter singular noun LOIPOS, which means “the rest, the remaining, other,” and is used adverbially, meaning “as far as the rest is concerned, beyond that, in addition, finally.”  “Beyond that” is the best meaning here.

- is the negative adverb OUK, which slams the door shut.  This is very emphatic, leaving no room for any more argument on the subject.  OIDA is the first person singular perfect active indicative of the verb OIDA, meaning “to know: I do not know.”

The intensive perfect is used when special attention is directed to the results of the action of the verb, stress upon the existing fact is intensified.  This is the emphatic method in Greek of presenting a fact or condition.  It is strong was of saying that a thing is.  Usually the closest approximation in translation is the English present.

The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action of the verb.


The declarative indicative is a dogmatic statement of fact.

- is a conditional particle EI, indicating a first class condition.  It means “if (and it’s true).”
- is the first person singular aorist active indicative of the verb BAPTIZW again, just as we had in the beginning of the verse.


The constative aorist tense represents the entirety of the point of time when Paul baptized the household of Stephanas.


The active voice indicates that Paul produced the action.


The declarative indicative mood indicates this is a statement of fact.

- is the accusative direct object of the masculine singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “any” and the masculine singular noun ALLOS, meaning “other.”
1 Cor 1:16 corrected translation
“Now I also baptized the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know if I baptized any other [person].”
Explanation:

1.  “Now I also baptized the household of Stephanas...”

a.  Stephanas was a member of the church in Corinth.


b.  He and his household were among the earliest converts in Achaia, 1 Cor 16:15.



(1)  His was the first Christian family in the province of Achaia.



(2)  His was the only household baptized in Achaia by Paul.



(3)  His household devoted themselves to the ministry of the royal family of God.  This means that they had many men in this family with communication gifts.


c.  Stephanas was one of the three leaders of the Corinthian church who came from Corinth with the letter from the church asking all the doctrinal questions, which are answered in 1 Corinthians, 1 Cor 16:17.


d.  Stephanas was the type of person who provided refreshment to the spirit of other believers, 1 Cor 16:18.


e.  Stephanas was a mature believer.

See the Doctrine of Refreshment from R. B. Thieme, Jr. Bible Ministries.

2.  “Beyond that I do not know if I baptized any other [person].”

a.  Paul adds this phrase to show that whether or not he baptized anyone else is really of no consequence; it really isn’t that important, because the actual act of baptism is not essential to the Christian way of life.


b.  Paul is using baptism to make a point.  The point is that we are all entered into union with Christ.  We are all members of the same family.  We cannot do anything to get out of the family, and the family cannot do anything to get us out of them.


c.  Because we are in union with Christ there is no reason for factions, dissension, discord, strife, or divisions in the local church.  Baptism is not the issue; unity in the royal family is the issue.


d.  Baptism is not important in salvation, in your spirituality, in your spiritual life, or as a basis for division among the members of the body of Christ.


e.  In the same respect whoever is the pastor of the local church is not important in salvation, in your spirituality, or as a basis for division among the members of the body of Christ.


f.  But the pastor of the local church is critical when it comes to your spiritual growth.  The pastor-teacher is the God-given, God delegated, God ordained means by which the members of the body of Christ grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.



(1)  If the pastor is doing his job correctly, you are growing spiritually.  If he is not doing his job correctly, you are not growing spiritually.



(2)  If you are not growing spiritually, what do you do?  Do you criticize the pastor?  NO!  Do you tell others you need another pastor?  NO!  Do you try to force the pastor to leave the church?  NO!  Do you stir up a group of believers who agree with you and try to force the pastor out?  NO!



(3)  Well, what can you do?  “With man things are impossible, but with God all things are possible.”



(a)  First, you keep your mouth shut.  If the pastor is not doing his job, the Lord will be the first one to let him know.  And the Lord will let him know a lot faster, and with a lot more pain, than you’re capable of inflicting.




(b)  Second, you can leave the church quietly without trying to take anyone else with you.




(c)  Third, you can start looking for someone else with the gift of pastor-teacher who is teaching the Word of God categorically, exegetically, and isagogically, so that the doctrine you learn causes you to grow spiritually.




(d)  Be very careful, that you are not out of fellowship, if you leave a church.  And never be critical of a pastor, if you do leave his church.  Because if you are critical of him, this only causes the justice of God to pour all of the pastor’s discipline on you, and blessing on the pastor.  Most believers who leave a local church are generally wrong, out of line, and out of fellowship.  This is because they leave with the motivation of arrogance, frustration, unrealistic expectation, and in a state of carnality.

g.  Don’t ever get caught up under the influence of your friends or loved ones when they are critical of a man teaching the word of God.  That will only bring you down to their disgusting level and cause you to end up as an enemy of God, and hater of the Word of God.
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