1 Corinthians 1:13



- is the third person singular perfect passive indicative of the verb MERIZW, meaning “to divide.”

The consummative perfect tense conveys the idea of a completed action.  The emphasis is on the past, completed action.  This use of the perfect is usually translated with the auxiliary “have/has” plus the past tense of the verb involved.


The passive voice asks if Christ has received this action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.
- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun CHRISTOS, meaning “Christ.”  It is the subject of the verb MERIZW.

“Has Christ been divided?”
- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun PAULOS, meaning “Paul” plus the negative MĒ, meaning “no, not,” and the third person singular aorist passive indicative of the verb STAUROW, meaning “to crucify.”

The culminative aorist places a slight emphasis on the conclusion or results of a completed action.  The verb is usually translated with an auxiliary “have/has” “or was/were.”

The passive voice asks if Paul receives the action of being crucified.


The interrogative indicative mood is used to indicate a question.

- is the preposition HUPER plus the genitive of advantage from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, translated “as a substitute for you.”
“Paul was not crucified as a substitute for you, was he?”
- is the correlative particle Ē, meaning “or.”
- is the preposition EIS plus the accusative direct object of the neuter singular article and noun ONOMA, meaning “name, person” plus the descriptive genitive of the masculine singular proper noun PAULOS, meaning “into the name of Paul.” 
 - is the second person plural aorist passive indicative of the verb BAPTIZW, meaning “to identify with,” i.e., “to baptize.”  Baptism means the identification of one thing with another resulting in a change.  This could also be translated “identified with the person of Paul.”

The culminative aorist places a slight emphasis on the results of the completed action.  The emphasis is on the results of being entered into union with Christ through the ministry of the baptism of the Holy Spirit; thus establishing the basis for unity among the royal family of God.


The passive voice indicates that the Corinthian believers receive the action: not being baptized into Paul, but into Christ.


The interrogative indicative mood is used with questions.

1 Cor 1:13 corrected translation
“Has Christ been divided?  Paul was not crucified as a substitute for you, was he?  Or were you baptized into the name of Paul?”
Explanation:

1.  “Has Christ been divided?”  The implied, but unstated answer to this question is, “Emphatically not!”

a.  The Greek word is MERIZW and means “to divide, to separate, to disunite; also to distribute, deal out, assign, apportion.”  Here it means “to divide.”

b.  This is used as an illustration and analogy that the royal family is not divided.  We are in union with Christ through the baptism of the Holy Spirit at salvation.  Therefore, if Christ is not divided, and we are in union with Christ, then we cannot be divided positionally either.


c.  And if we cannot be divided positionally because we are in union with Christ, then what right do we have to be divided into factions in the local church.


d.  Paul’s logic is so clear and so powerful here, that you can just see the Corinthians jaws hanging open in utter amazement.  This is the perfect thrust of the sword directly into the heart of the problem.


e.  Paul doesn’t mince words or hold back to protect anyone’s feelings.  He destroys all of their arguments, all of their discussion, all of their objections with this one question.


f.  The Corinthians have no answer.  All they can do is sit in their pew and turn red with embarrassment.  And notice that Paul doesn’t take sides, but clobbers them all; for all are equally wrong in this matter.


g.  Christ cannot be divided because of the concept of the Hypostatic Union.



(1)  Divine nature: Jesus Christ is eternal God having the same essence as the other members of the Trinity; therefore He is equal with God.



(2)  Human nature: through the virgin conception and birth Jesus Christ is true humanity, therefore equal with man.



(3)  In the person of the incarnate Christ are two natures, inseparably united without mixture or loss of separate identity, without loss or transfer of properties or attributes, the union being personal and eternal.



(4)  The doctrine of the hypostatic union is documented in many passages, including Jn 1:1-14; Rom 1:2-5, 9:5; 1 Tim 3:16; Heb 2:14; Phil 2:5-11; 1 Jn 1:1-3.


h.  If Christ cannot be divided, then it follows with stronger reason that the Church cannot and should not be divided either.

2.  “Paul was not crucified as a substitute for you, was he?”  The implied answer is: “Of course not!”  Why does Paul mention himself here?


a.  First and foremost, Paul wants to make sure all the Corinthians understand that he is not crusading on behalf of the “I am for Paul” faction in the Church.  He wants it understood from the outset that they are wrong, and he will not be a party to their cause.


b.  Paul wants to refocus their attention off of him as the founder of their local church and onto Christ the founder of the entire Church.


c.  The issue is not Paul, the apostle of Christ, but Christ, the Son of the Living God.  It is never the man, but the message.


d.  In comparison with our Lord Jesus Christ, Paul has done nothing for the Corinthian church.  Christ went to the Cross and died spiritually for their sins.  All Paul did was go to Corinth and teach doctrine.  The Corinthians owe everything to Christ; they owe nothing to Paul.


e.  Another issue the apostle wants to drive home is for the Corinthians to get their eyes off people, which is a distraction to spiritual growth in the plan of God, and get their eyes on the Lord, which is occupation with Christ.


f.  They cannot do this without discontinuing the discord, stopping the strife, forgetting the factions, ending the enmity, and depending on doctrine.

3.  “Or were you baptized into the name of Paul?”

a.  This is a reference to water baptism, which Paul will use as his illustration.  Water baptism will illustrate that Paul is not important because the Corinthians were not baptized into the name of or identified with the person of Paul when they received water baptism.


b.  Paul will further point out that very few of the Corinthian believers received water baptism.  Only a few did to illustrate the doctrine of the baptism of the Holy Spirit, which is far more important.


c.  The ritual of water baptism points to the reality of the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  At salvation we were all taken by God the Holy Spirit and entered into union with Christ.  This is called the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  Baptism means “to be identified with.”  


d.  Paul extends the illustration and analogy from water baptism to the fact that at the point of salvation, the Corinthians were baptized by the Holy Spirit, which baptism entered them, not into union with Paul, but into union with Christ.


e.  The Greek word ONOMA can also refer to the person as much as it can the name.  And the Corinthians were not baptized into or identified with the person of Paul, but with the person of Christ.


f.  Because they are in union with Christ, there is no excuse for discord to exist among the royal family of God.  Positionally there are no factions in the body of Christ because of the work of God the Holy Spirit at salvation.


g.  Therefore, experientially there is no excuse for discord, strife, or factions among members of the body of Christ who are in union with Christ, who are filled with the Holy Spirit, and who walk by means of the Spirit.

Seven Baptisms in the Bible.
1.  There are two categories of identification in Scripture:

a.  An actual identification is called a real baptism.


b.  A representative identification is called a ritual baptism; it uses water.

2.  There are four real baptisms, meaning something is really identified with something else.

a.  The baptism of Moses, 1 Cor 10:2.



(1)  This was a real identification in which Moses was identified with the open path through the Red Sea and the Jews were identified with Moses.



(2)  Water was not involved here.  Only unbelievers were immersed in the water as a means of death.



(3)  Moses was identified with the cloud or Jesus Christ, and the people were identified with Moses.


b.  The baptism of the cross, Mark 10:38-39.



(1)  This refers to the judicial imputation of personal sins to Jesus Christ on the cross.



(2)  Jesus Christ was identified with our personal sins and judged for them, so that Christ became our Savior.



(3)  As sinners, none of those to whom Christ spoke were qualified to be identified with sins on the cross.


c.  The baptism of the Holy Spirit, 1 Cor 12:13.



(1)  It is the means of forming the royal family and of breaking the back of the old sin nature as the ruler of human life.



(2)  No water is involved in this baptism.  We are identified with Christ in His death, burial, and resurrection, Eph 4:5; Acts 1:5.



(3)  The Holy Spirit enters us into union with Christ at the right hand of the Father, making us positionally higher than angels.


d.  The baptism of fire, Mt 3:11; Lk 3:16; Rev 19:11.



(1)  The unbeliever is identified with fire forever.



(2)  The tribulational unbeliever is identified with the defeat of Satan.



(3)  All unbelievers are removed from the earth for the start of the Millennium.

3.  There are three ritual baptisms.

a.  None exist at the present time.  They are representative identifications in which water is used as a training aid to represent some principle of doctrine.  Water represents something else in a ritual baptism.

 
b.  The baptism of John, Mt 3:1-10; Jn 1:25-33.  John lived in the ritual Age of Israel.  The water represented the kingdom of God.



(1)  There had to be a ceremony never used before to identify a person with the kingdom of God because the King was present.




(a)  Putting a person in the water showed that he was identified with that kingdom and the King forever.




(b)  It was an encouragement and means of relating doctrine to the fact the kingdom was being offered during the first Advent.




(c)  The kingdom was postponed, but this did not change the significance of John’s baptism. 



(2)  There was no spiritual advance in this baptism; only doctrine advances the believer.



(3)  This baptism was never practiced after John’s death.  John’s ministry and baptism were unique.



(4)  In the water the person testified to his belief that the Messiah would go to the cross to die for his sins.  He recognized that because he accepted Christ as Savior and King before Christ died, he was saved and identified in the Jewish kingdom forever.


c.  The baptism of Jesus Christ was unique.



(1)  John recognized Jesus Christ’s impeccability and refused to baptize Him.  Jesus told him the water represented something new, i.e., the Father’s plan and will for His public ministry to go to the cross and receive the personal sins of mankind and be judged.  So at the beginning of His earthly ministry, Christ identified Himself with the Father’s will.



(2)  In the water, Jesus was saying He would go to the cross, Mt 3:13-17.



(3)  As He came out of the water, Jesus recognized that when He completed the plan of the Father by being judged for our sins and then dying physically, He would be resurrected, followed by His ascension and session.  Coming up out of the water was a picture of His resurrection.


d.  Christian water baptism is the ritual testimony of the baptism of the Holy Spirit.



(1)  From the beginning of the Church Age until the completion of the Canon, this baptism was necessary to teach the principle of the baptism of the Holy Spirit at salvation.  But once the Canon was completed this ritual was no longer necessary, since the explanation for the baptism of the Spirit was in writing.



(2)  The purpose of Jesus Christ on the cross, His resurrection, ascension and session, and the beginning of a new Church Age had to be portrayed with ritual until the Canon was completed.



(3)  Water baptism was used as a training aid for new, weak believers, just as certain temporary spiritual gifts were used to teach until the Canon was completed.



(4)  In the water, the believer recognized that he was identified with Jesus Christ in His spiritual death, physical death, and burial, i.e., retroactive positional truth.



(5)  Coming out of the water was recognition of being identified with Christ as He is now seated at the right hand of the Father, i.e., current positional truth.



(6)  Paul tells the Corinthians he stopped using water baptism because it was a means of dividing believers, Acts 2:38, 8:36-38, 16:15,33; 1 Cor 1.  So before Romans 6 and 1 Cor 12 were written to explain the baptism of the Spirit and identification with Christ, water baptism was used to represent what had happened at salvation to those who did not yet have the completed Canon.
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