1 Corinthians 1:12



- is the postpositive conjunction DE, used here in its explanatory sense, meaning “Now.”
- is the first person singular present active indicative of the verb LEGW.  LEGW has a multitude of meanings which all come from the basic idea, “to say, to speak, or to tell.”  “I am saying.”

The descriptive present describes what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces that action of the verb.


The declarative indicative mood is a statement of fact.

- is the accusative direct object from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this.”
- is a causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because” or “for.”  The word is used two other ways in Greek.  First as a conjunction introducing an objective clause after verbs of knowing, saying, seeing, feeling, etc., it is translated “that” e.g., “I know that you love me.”  Secondly, with direct discourse it is used as quotation marks.

- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular adjective HEKASTOS, used as a noun, meaning “each one.” 

- is the descriptive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “of you.”
- is the third person singular present active indicative of the verb LEGW.  The morphology of the verb is identical to what we have just had in LEGW above.  “each one of you is saying” introduces direct discourse.

- is strictly an Attic Greek construction.  It is used to show contrasting positions.  The most common translation is “on the one hand... on the other hand.”  Sometimes MEN is used without any real concessive sense, but there is adversative force in DE, so that MEN need not be translated at all.  This is what we have here.  Paul uses the construction to show there is a contrast, but the emphasis of the contrast is in the repeated use of the word DE.

- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “I.”  And that is their big problem—ego.

- is the first person singular present active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: am.”

The retroactive progressive present is used for an action that has begun in the past and continues into the present.  These factions formed based on allegiance to a certain teacher of doctrine in the past, and the disunity continues into the present.


The active voice indicates that each particular group produces the action of the verb.


The declarative indicative indicates that reality of each group’s allegiance to a central figurehead.  “I am.”
 - finally we have four proper names each one used as the possessive genitive/genitive of association as the predicate of the verb ‘to be’: Paul, Apollos, Cephas, and Christ.  The possessive genitive idea here is that each person is saying that they belong to Paul, Apollos, etc., or I am with Paul, Apollos, etc., that is, I am on their side in this argument, or I align myself with that person.
1 Cor 1:12 corrected translation
“Now I am saying this because each one of you says, ‘I am for Paul,’ or ‘I am for Apollos,’ or ‘I am for Peter,’ or ‘I am for Christ.’”
Explanation:
1.  “Now I am saying this because each of you says,” 

a.  Paul is now going to explain why he believes the report that there is discord and factions among the Corinthians.


b.  The word “this” refers to the statement of Paul in verse 11, namely, “that there is discord among you.”

c.  It is interesting to note that Paul keeps using the masculine throughout this passage when referring to the parties in the controversy.  Yet, it was an honorable woman (Chloe) who sent word to Paul that there was a problem.


d.  Paul will now quote the campaign slogan of each of the four major factions in the church.

2.   ‘I am for Paul,’ or ‘I am for Apollos,’ or ‘I am for Peter,’ or ‘I am for Christ.’”

a.  “Paul,” the founder and first pastor of the local church.  “If its good enough for Paul, then its good enough for me,” is the thinking of this group.  Yet Paul is only a man, with an old sin nature, and his own areas of weakness.  The Lord Jesus Christ is our standard.  We are to be imitators of Christ.  This group has used Paul as a front for their party because they know just enough doctrine to be dangerous, but not enough doctrine to stay out of factions in a local church.  This is the freedom crowd.  Grace has set them free from the rules and regulations of the Mosaic Law and they aim to stay that way.


b.  “Apollos,” the second pastor of the church; a great public speaker, but not their right pastor.  This group loved him because he sounded so “spiritual.”  He was a great orator, and those who loved Greek culture loved Apollos and used him as their front.  This was the Hellenistic Greek and Jewish faction.


c.  “Cephas” is the Aramaic name given Simon by Jesus, Jn 1:42.  In Gal 2:7-8 Paul also calls him Cephas.



(1)  Peter is the figurehead for the Jewish Christians in Corinth.  Peter has never been to Corinth and there is no historical evidence that he ever did go there.



(2)  The Judaizers, who followed Paul wherever he went and tried to discredit him, came and pitted Peter against Paul to the Corinthian church on the basis of Paul’s rebuke of Peter in Antioch.



(3)  These Judaizers made bitter personal attacks on Paul in return for their defeat at the Jerusalem conference.



(4)  So a third faction was formed by the use of Peter’s name as the really orthodox wing of the church.  These people are legalistic and use Peter as their front.


d.  “Christ.”  This is the morally degenerate, self-righteous crowd.  They assume a relation to Christ not true of the others.  This group may have started out with the intention of bringing unity back to the church, but at this time they have degenerated into a faction just as evil as any of the others.  “We are better than you because Christ is better than the rest,” is their motto.


e.  All four groups are out of line and trying to superimpose their false system on everyone else.  If any of the parties are the worst, it is the “Christ party,” because they are using our Lord as a front.

3.  The proof that there is a problem among these believers is the fact that each of them is in favor of a different person as their spiritual leader.

4.  Of the four candidates put forth as the spiritual leader, only one can truly be the real spiritual leader.  That one is our Lord Jesus Christ.


a.  But the group that sets forth our Lord as the one true head of the Church does so from wrong motivation.  A right thing done in a wrong way is wrong.


b.  Their motivation is to be the spiritual king of the mountain.  They have their eyes on self rather than on the Lord.  If their eyes were on the Lord, they would have never formed a faction.  They would have quietly remained positive to doctrine regardless of the source of their spiritual food.

5.  All four groups are wrong, and each for a different reason.


a.  The Pauline group, “I am for Paul,” is wrong because they don’t want to learn anything more than what Paul has already taught them; and they don’t want a pastor-teacher as an authority over them.



(1)  They aren’t interested in having a face-to-face pastor-teacher to teach and explain to them Paul’s advanced doctrine.  They can get along just fine listening to tapes (Paul’s epistles read to them).



(2)  The fact that God has sent them a pastor whom they rejected doesn’t bother them at all.  God decided they need to have a spiritual authority present, and therefore has provided one for them (Apollos).  Even though they rejected him God is going to provide an even tougher pastor as their authority, Titus.


b.  The Apollos group, “I am for Apollos,” is wrong because they don’t want a tough hard-nosed pastor who will lay it on the line, and tell them they are idiots when they need to be told they’re idiots.  They want a sweet, eloquent, public relations type pastor they can show to their friends and say, “Isn’t he spiritual!”  They want a pastor who will tell them a whole lot about nothing, and say it in such a way that they’re sure something spiritual is being taught.


c.  The Peter group, “I am for Peter,” is wrong because they want to live according to the legalistic standards by which they have always lived. They don’t want anything to do with grace.  They don’t want any of this new doctrine being taught.  They want the good old King James Version of the Mosaic Law.  They couldn’t advance spiritually if their life depended on it.


d.  The Christ group, “I am for Christ,” is wrong because they think they’re better than everyone else.  They are so full of arrogance, self-righteousness, and moral degeneracy that they are unwilling and almost incapable of learning doctrine from anyone.  They reject all human authority but their own.

6.  Factions have been seen historically in religion throughout the Church Age.  But factions have grown more and more adverse to each other in the last 100 years.

7.  The greatest danger to orthodox biblical Christianity is not understanding God’s system and use of the concept of a right pastor-teacher for each believer in the Church Age.


a.  Every believer has one right pastor-teacher at any given time in his spiritual life.


b.  A believer may have many right pastor-teachers during the course of his life, but he will only have one right pastor at any given time.


c.  A believer’s right pastor will be someone who that believer trusts to accurately learn and teach the content of the mystery doctrine of the Church Age.


d.  A believer may not always understand what his pastor is teaching, but he accepts that person as God’s delegated spiritual authority for teaching him the Word of God.


e.  The selection of a right pastor by any believer must be based on one thing, and one thing only:  Does this man faithfully study and teach the Word of God causing me to grow spiritually?


f.  What are wrong issues in the selection of a pastor:  the personality of the pastor, his dress, his tone of voice, his mannerisms, his language, his race, his color, his nationality, or anything else you don’t like personally about him.  God uses all types of personalities, and it isn’t up to you to decide which type is best for you.


g.  God has designed a system whereby each believer has a pastor who teaches Bible doctrine so that he grows spiritually.  This teaching may come in the form of face-to-face or non-face-to-face teaching.  Both systems are legitimate.  No believer has the ability to learn Bible doctrine on his own.  You don’t have the spiritual gift to understand half of what is going on in any given passage.  That understanding is what God the Holy Spirit gives to the pastor as he studies the word of God.

8.  Common sense principles about pastors.


a.  God puts prepared men with the gift of pastor-teacher in geographical areas where there is positive volition.  Where there is not enough positive volition, God uses the concept of non-face-to-face teaching via tapes, books, radio, video, or television.


b.  When God provides the opportunity for face-to-face teaching in a geographical area, it is for a reason.  Neither the pastor nor the believers of that area may understand the reason at first, but eventually God will make it perfectly clear to them.


c.  Therefore where face-to-face teaching is available, it can be legitimately used in two ways.



(1)  For those believers to whom this pastor is their right P-T, he is their source of spiritual growth.



(2)  For those believers to whom this pastor is not their right P-T, but still teaching accurate information, God may be using him to supplement their doctrine.

d.  If God has opened up an opportunity for you to learn more doctrine, then it is a private matter between you and the Lord as to what you should do about it.  No believer has the right to criticize another believer for listening or not listening to a certain pastor.

9.  Don’t ever get caught in the trap of thinking or saying one pastor is better than another pastor.  For each member of the royal family, his or her right pastor is the best pastor, because that pastor is provided by the grace and omniscience of God.

10.  By whatever means God provides doctrinal teaching for you, if you reject it, you will be miserable, nothing in life will work out right for you, and you will answer to the Lord Jesus Christ for your negative volition at the evaluation throne of Christ.

11.  By whatever means God provides doctrinal teaching for you, if you are positive to that doctrine, you will have the greatest happiness, contentment, and confidence no matter what happens to you in life.

12.  Everything depends on your attitude toward doctrine.  Negative volition means self-induced misery and divine discipline.  Positive volition means a life of blessing beyond your widest imagination.
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