1 Cor 1:1-5 Review

All study of the Word of God must be done under the power of God the Holy Spirit.

This is accomplished by the “filling of the Holy Spirit.”
How is a believer “filled with the Spirit?”

a.  He is filled with the Spirit at the moment of salvation.  This state continues until the believer commits a sin.  Once he sins, he is no longer controlled by the Spirit, or filled with the Spirit.  As believers who have committed a sin, we are said to “be grieving the Spirit.”  So how are we restored to fellowship with the Holy Spirit?


b.  By the execution of the principle of 1 Jn 1:9, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”


(1)  The word “confess” is present tense, active voice, subjunctive mood of the verb HOMOLOGEW, which means to name, cite, or acknowledge.  The present tense is iterative or periodically repeated action.  The active voice “we,” referring to all believers, produces the action of the verb.  The subjunctive mood indicates a more probable condition.  Your volition is involved.



(2)  The word “faithful” means that God will forgive us every time, no matter what.  Why does He do this?  God can faithfully forgive us because our Lord Jesus Christ already paid the penalty for our sins on the Cross.



(3)  The phrase “cleanse us from all unrighteousness” refers to those sins which we commit, which we do not know are sins.  Notice that ignorance is no excuse.  God still holds us accountable for our unknown sins, yet provides perfectly for them.

Introduction

1.  Corinth was the ancient home of the Spartans, the toughest fighting men in all of Greece.  Yet because of their negative attitude toward the gospel and the teaching of Bible doctrine, they were destroyed in 146 BC by the Romans.

2.  The city was rebuilt by Julius Caesar in 46 BC and was so quickly restored to its ancient wealth and glory that by 27 BC it was the seat of government or capital of the Roman province of Achaia (Greece).  The city was famous for its prostitutes, athletic contests, and commerce.

3.  Paul made three visits to Corinth:


a.  To found the church, his second missionary journey.


b.  The painful visit in which his authority was rejected.


c.  During his third missionary journey.

4.  Paul wrote at least three letters to Corinth:  1 & 2 Corinthians, and the “Previous letter” of 1 Cor 5:9.

5.  Paul was rejected by the Jews, so he moves in next door to the synagogue and converts the leader of the synagogue Crispus.  The Jews then talk the new leader of the synagogue, Sosthenes, to bring Paul up on charges before the Roman Proconsul Gallio.  Gallio rejects the charges giving Paul the legal right to preach the gospel anywhere he wants in the Roman Empire.  The Jews beat Sosthenes, whom Paul then converts to Christianity.  This is the same person mentioned in verse one.

6.  The purpose of the letter is to end the discord among the four factions in the Corinthian church.

7.  The letter was written from Ephesus (1 Cor 16:8, 19), just before Easter in 57 AD.

8.  Outline of Chapter 1, verses 1-9.

a.  Salutation (Greeting) 1:1-3.



1.  The author, 1:1.



2.  The recipients, 1:2.



3.  The greeting, 1:3.


b.  The Corinthian’s Status, 1:4-9.



1.  Recipients of God’s grace, 1:4.



2.  Recipients of God’s blessings, 1:5-6.



3.  Recipients of God’s spiritual gifts, 1:7.



4.  Recipients of God’s power, 1:8.



5.  Recipients of God’s faithfulness, 1:9.

1 Cor 1:1

“Paul, the commissioned apostle from Christ Jesus by the will of God (F), and Sosthenes, my fellow-believer,”
Principles:

1.  The apostle was God’s authority for the teaching of the Word of God before the Canon of Scripture was completed and circulated, circa 117 AD.  The pastor is God’s authority during the post-Canon period of the Church age.

2.  Paul emphasizes that God has delegated to him the authority to teach God’s Word.  “Apostle” is the Greek word for the commander of the military expedition (naval and army).

3.  This spiritual gift of apostleship was a commission, an appointment by God.  Paul did nothing to earn or deserve it.

4.  This authority came from the source of Jesus Christ.

5.  And it was by the will of God the Father, not because Paul wanted to be an apostle.  Example, Matthias in Acts 1.  Apostles are (erroneously) elected by man, but appointed by God.

6.  The source of authority for all communicators of God’s word is God Himself.  It is God’s will that certain believers will have spiritual authority over other believers, but this authority is limited to the teaching of the Word of God.

7.  As great as Paul was he still had those who were needed to help him.  This is why Sosthenes is mentioned.  Paul needs the Corinthian’s help just as much as they need his.
1 Cor 1:2

“to the church of God which is in Corinth, to those having been sanctified in Christ Jesus, to those appointed saints, together with all those who call upon the person of our Lord Jesus Christ in every place, their Lord and ours.”
Principles:

1.  Paul addresses the letter to three kinds of believers:


a.  To all the believers who are part of the church in Corinth.


b.  To all the believers in Corinth who are saints, that is, members of the royal family of God, in contrast to Old Testament believers who were only family of God.


c.  To all believers who have believed in the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation.

In others words, he addressed the epistle to all the believers in Corinth with the reminder that they all believed in Christ for salvation, they are all a part of the church, and they are all spiritual royalty.  They all have the same equal privilege and same equal opportunity.

2.  Sanctification.


a.  Means to be dedicated to God, to be set apart to God or by God, and to treat as holy.


b.  It occurs at the moment of salvation, 1 Cor 6:11.


c.  Jesus Christ is the One who sets us apart to God the Father, Heb 2:11, 10:10.


d.  Jesus Christ did this by His substitutionary spiritual death on the Cross, Heb 13:12.


e.  All three members of the Trinity are agents in our sanctification.



(1)  God the Father, 1 Thes 5:23.



(2)  The Son, Eph 5:26.



(3)  The Spirit, Rom 15:16.


f.  What actually happens at salvation in sanctification?  God the Holy Spirit takes you and enters you into union with Christ.  This is called the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  Being in union with Christ you share all that Christ has.  You share the perfect righteousness of Christ.  Baptism means you are identified with Christ in His death, burial and resurrection.  Therefore God the Father looks at us and considers us no different than His Son: we are holy (sanctified, set apart) because He is holy.


g.  There are three kinds of sanctification:



(1)  Positional sanctification.  Being in union with Christ we are positionally perfect before God.



(2)  Experiential sanctification comes in two parts.




(a)  When we are filled with the Holy Spirit and functioning under the enabling power of the Holy Spirit, we are experientially perfect before God.




(b)  As we grow spiritually and become mature believers, our spiritual growth is experientially set apart by God, that is, we are considered special or sanctified by God.



(3)  Ultimate sanctification—life in a resurrection body.

1 Cor 1:3

“Grace to you and peace (prosperity) from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”
Principles:

1.  Grace is the policy of God during the Church Age.  Everything God does is based on grace.  We neither earn nor deserve anything in life.

2.  Grace belongs to you.  God has graced you out in everything in your life.  There is nothing that hasn’t happened to you that doesn’t somehow involve God’s grace.

3.  Prosperity is God’s desire for your life both prosperity temporally and spiritually, and both in time and eternity.  God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ are the source of this grace and prosperity.

4.  Because this letter was addressed to all believers in the Corinthian church, that means that God desires and provides grace to both winners and losers in the Christian life.

5.  God blessed you first, then gave you life, then provided the means of salvation: the gospel; and then provided Bible doctrine as the means of understanding and appreciating all He has done for you. 

6.  You cannot love whom you do not know.  You cannot know God apart from His Word.  And you can’t learn His Word apart from the consistent studying and teaching of a man with the spiritual gift of Pastor-teacher, which was designed to present God’s plan during the church age.

1 Cor 1:4

“I give thanks to my God (F) at all times on behalf of you because of the grace from God (F), which grace has been given to you in Christ Jesus,”
Principles:

1.  The pastor should pray for the members of his congregation just as they should pray for him.  But what do you pray for?

2.  The protocol order of prayer.  Protocol means precisely correct procedure.  God does things logically, systematically, and rationally.  Therefore there is a protocol to prayer.


a.  Rebound.


b.  Thankfulness.


c.  Intercession for others.


d.  Petition for self.

3.  Contentment limits petitions for self.

4.  Most prayers aren’t answered because believers are out of fellowship, or because believers ask God from the wrong motivation:  lust, greed.  People pray because they want God to make it stop hurting.  

5.  Mature believers pray because they are thankful for what God has already provided.


a.  Blessings for time and eternity.  The first thing God ever did for you was to provide the greatest blessings for time and eternity.


b.  The equal privilege and equal opportunity of election and predestination, which includes:



(1)  The equal privilege of election is the Royal Priesthood of the believer.



(2)  The equal opportunity of election is the provision of logistical grace.



(3)  The equal privilege of predestination is the baptism of the Holy Spirit.



(4)  The equal opportunity of predestination is life in the divine sphere of power for the execution of the plan of God.


c.  A free will.  You are no longer under the control of the OSN.


d.  Ability to produce spiritually for the Lord.  90% of spiritual production is right thinking, the right mental attitude.


e.  Undeserved Suffering, or Suffering for Blessing.


f.  At least one spiritual gift.

6.  Paul is not thankful for the Corinthians, who were rotten believers, but because of the grace from God the Father which had been given to them.  If God could be gracious to these immoral, self-righteous, judging, maligning, gossiping, arrogant, factious bunch of believers, then He can certainly be gracious to us.

1 Cor 1:5

“that in everything you have been made rich in Him,”
This means that we share everything Christ has:


a.  Righteousness, 2 Cor 5:21.


b.  Life, 1 Jn 5:11-12.


c.  Sonship, Gal 3:26; Jn 1:12.


d.  Heirship, Rom 8:16; 1 Pet 1:4.


e.  Kingship, Col 1:13; 2 Pet 1:11.


f.  Priesthood, 1 Pet 2:5-9.


g.  Election, Eph 1:4.


h.  Destiny, Eph 1:5.


i.  Sanctification, Eph 1:4; 1 Cor 1:2, 30.


j.  Acceptance, Eph 1:6.

Now in case you haven’t figured it out yet, you are wealthy beyond anything you could ever think or imagine.  And we have only scratched the surface.
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